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REASON, CY 


Sho 5 nothing has hitherto done better 
Service to 75 Cauſe of the Ad- 

verfaries of Chriſtianity, 
C2) Charge of its 1 8 Ap jo 
IS: 4 certainly true that there is no 
more natural — to believe any thing 
than the Credibility thereof, nor any Objecti- 
on harder to be ſwallowed than abſolute In- 
credibility: The Deſign of the followi 
pariſon, between the Belief of the Chriſtiqns, 
and that: of the Deiſſi, is to enquire whictt of 
the two has the greater Share of Credibility. 
Now, a Thing may be credible in its Mat- 
ter; and credible NEE. e on Account of the 
2 Reaſons we have to induce us to he- 
e . 1 ſhall l compare them. 

2 


4 2 ® af 


| (2) 
both theſe Reſpects, and leave it to any Man 
to judge. 1/}, Which believe the ſtrangeſt 
and moſt incredible Things, And 2dly, Which 
have the better Reaſons to offer for their re- 
ſpective Belief ; and, conſequently, which of 
the two Creeds a Man of Underſtanding would 
chuſe to ſabſcribe, as being more credible-in 
it ſelf, and founded on better Reaſons. In 
Order to be able to determine theſe Queſti- 
ons, and form a clear Judgement upon the 
Matter, let us take & View of each Belief. 
I begin with that of the Chriſtians. 
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An Account of the Belief of the Chri- 
ſtians, concerning the Deity, the Di- 
vine Diſpenſations towards Mankind, 


and the Reaſons of ſuch Diſpenſations.. 


HEY believe that there is One, and 
but One ſelf- exiſtent Being compre- 
hending in himſelf eternally, and immutably, 
all manner of infinite Perfection. They believe 
that together with God the Father, have eter- 
nally co- exiſted, in the ſame Divine Eſſence, in 
an incomprehenſible manner, two other Divine 
Perſons, one called the Word, or Son, the 
88 | other, 


2 
pirit of God. Each of which blef⸗- 


other, the Spi 
ſed Perſons, (though the one begotten; by 
God the Father, and the other proceeding 
from God the Father, and the Son;) they 
yet believe, I fay, to be co-cternal, and ons 
with the Father: This is what they call the 
eternal Generation of the Son, and Proceſſion 
of the Spirit, which they acknowledge to be 
infinitely above the Conception of Man. They 
believe that God the Father created all Things 
that are, out of Nothing, by the Son, and the 
Spirit. That God at firſt made one Man, 
and one Woman, (who were created in a State 
of Perſection,) and as a Trial of their Free- 
will and Obedience, gave them a Command 
not to eat of the Fruit of one particular Tree, 
poſitively denouncing Death in Caſe of Diſ- 
obedience ; which Command if they had obey- 
ed, they, and all their Iſſue had enjoyed Im- 
mortality. That they being tempted by the 
Malice of another Creature, who either afſu- 
med the Shape of the Serpent, or uſed that 
Beaſt as his Inſtrument, tranſgreſſed this 
Command, and ate of the forbidden Fruit ; 
and for that 'Reaſon were, according to his 
Denuntiation, deprived of their original Per- 
fection, and made ſubjet to Miſery and 
Death, with all their Poſterity ; who iſſuing 
from depraved Parents, naturally and neceſ- 
farily inherit the Corruption, and Mortality of 
their Progenitors ; have a ſickly and infirm 
| | 2 Nature 
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Niture'; 3 Appetites irregular, and not — 
to'Reaſon ; and Wills more inclinable to Evil 
thari-Good : Inſomuch that there never was 
any of the Seed of Adam, who did not, in 
fome Inſtances, tranſgreſs both the internal 


Law of Reaſon, and ſuch other external 


Laws, as they believe to have been oceaſio= 
nally added by God. So that the whole Race 


of Mankind was fallen from Happineſs, and 
as loſt, and ruined 


was to be looked 
for ever. The Sentence of Death was irre- 
vocably pronounced upon them all, (for God 
is immutably juſt and true, and will not al- 
ter what he has once 'righteouſly and poſi- 
tively decreed;) they were, or would be, ob- 
noxious to the Divine Juſtice, as wilful Tranf- 
greſſors ; and were fo odious to the Divine 
Perfection, and Purity, on Account of the in- 
herent Depravity and Irregularity of their 
Nature, that ſuppoſing their Souls to exiſt 
aſter their Separation from the Body, and 
even that God, in his Mercy, would have 
remitted the Puniſhment due to their Tranſ- 
greſſions, yet ſtill neither would his Purity 
and Perfection have ſuffered him to admit 
them to any Degree of Happineſs before him, 
in their preſent Condition; nor would their 
Souls have been Subjects capable of any true 
Happineſs, unleſs the Diſorder introduced in- 
to their Nature by Sin, were rectified ; for a 
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prime Wheels out of Order, as a Soul U 
truly happy, whoſe Faculties are not in their 
true and original State. But, alas ! ſuch Res 
miſſiom of their Offences, and Reſtoration of 
their Nature, they believe, could never have 
been granted; for it is as mach the Nature of 
God to be Juſt, as to be Good ;' he made 
Man a Creature capable of being judged, and 
giving an Account of his Actions; which he 
would not have done, if he had not deſigned 
io jodge us accordingly, and reward, or pu- 
nith us, after our Deſerts; both his Wiſdom, 
and the eſſential Rectitude of his Nature, re- 
quire him to deal thus by all Creatures en- 
dowed with Reaſon, and Liberty of Will; 
without this, his eſſential Jaſtice would be 
uſeleſs, and inactive, which is contrary to his 
Nature. It was neceſſary therefore that Ju- 
ſtice ſhould be exerciſed, neceſſary that it 
ſhould be ſatisfied, in dealing Right to all, 
and awarding due Puniſhment to Sin, and 
due Rewards to Obedience; otherwiſe God 
could not have been infinitely Juſt, which he 
muſt be, or not be God; for if he were not 
infinitely Juſt, he would not be all Perfect, as 
the Deity certainly is; and if Juſtice were in- 

active, and were not to deal by all accordi 
to their Merits, how would it be Juſtice ? 
Nor was this only exacted by the eſſential Ju- 
ſtice of the Divine Nature, but they belieye 
alſo that the Honour of God demanded the 
| lame ; 
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(6) 
fame; the Honour of his ſupream Govern- 
ment, and Authority, which has been tram-' 
pled on, and affronted by the Diſobedience 
of Mankind ; with the Honour, and 
whereof it was by no means conſiſtent to have 
his good, and righteous Laws violated, and 
his reaſonable Commands tranſgreſſed, with 
Impunity. For what Government would he 
exerciſe in this Caſe? If he only gave Laws, 


and did not puniſh the Contempt of them? 


His Honour therefore as a Legiſlator, which 
be certainly is, if we inſiſt on no more than 
the internal Law of Reaſon, was likewiſe 
concerned that the Tranſgreſſions of Mankind 
ſhould receive a proper Puniſhment. Nor 
let it be urged, that Clemency and Mercy to 
the Offenders, would have been as much, or 
more to his Honour, and Glory, as a Gover- 
nour ; eſpecially conſidering what Title, and 
Plea, to ſuch Mercy, the Children of Men 
have, as being ſubjected to Death, and ha- 
ving their Nature vitiated, merely through 
the Fault of their Parents, which doubtleſs is 
ſome Alle viation of their Guilt, ſome Ground 
to expect Mercy; it will not do, I ſay, to 
urge this, not only for the Reaſon already 
mentioned, becauſe all Men have been actual 
and wilful Tranſgreſſors in their own Perſons, 
and therefore it is neceſſary that a Being of 
perfect Juſtice ſnould Puniſh them according 
to their Deeds ; but ah becauſe ſuch Pro- 

ceeding 
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ceeding as this would both give Encourage- 
ment to other Creatures to offend, and if any 
were puniſhed, give them Cauſe to complain 
that his Mercies were partial, and not extend- 
ed to all. So that all muſt be puniſhed ac- 
cording to the Determination of Juſtice, or 
none, or he could not ayoid the Imputation 
of Partiality, nor his Juſtice, and his Mercy 
be dealt equally to all, as it undoubtedly is. 
A Property which ſo evidently belongs to the 
Deity, that a Heathen Poet could ſay the ſu- 
pream Being was the ſame to all. The 
Chriſtians believe therefore, that not only the 
Juſtice, but the Honour alſo of God, as he 
is a Legiſlator, + obliges him to animadvert 
on the Breach of his Laws. Which they be- 
lieve he is yet farther obliged to by the At- 
tribute of his Truth. For when he denoun- 
ced the above- mentioned Sentence of Death, 
on them and their Iſſue, if they diſobeyed, 
he could not be ſuppoſed to mean, that their 
Souls ſhould only be ſeparated from their 
Bodies, to be happy in ſuch ſeparate State; 
but either that they ſhould forteit, and loſe 
all Happineſs, and be wholly extinct; or elle, 
together with their ſinful Poſterity be obnoxi- 

| ous 


Jupiter omnibus idem. Virg. f When we ſay God is 
ebliged to do any Thirg, we mean ſuch an Obligation as aviſes 
from his own immutable Refitude of Nature. To wit, that it 
ſeems Right to bis infinite Wiſdom, to act in this, or that man- 
ner, and that therefore his Perſection is ſuch, that he cannet in- 
cline to act otherwiſe; | | 
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ous to ſuch future Evil and Miſery, as theit 
Iniquities ſhould in Juſtice deſerve. His un- 
alterable Truth therefore did likewiſe require 
that the Sentence pronounced on them ſhould | 
not be remitted. Thus they believe his eſ- 
ſential Truth, and Juftice, as well as the Ho- 
nour, and Authority, of his Laws, required 
that the Tranſgreſſions of Mankind ſhould be 
puniſhed ; ſo that the Puniſhment of Sin was 
neceſſary and unavoidable, unleſs the Deity 
could be ſuppoſed to act contrary to his own 
eſſential Attributes, which is ſu appli an ut- 
ter andy x Ps y, and Contradi ſuppo- 
ſing him eſſentially Juſt, and True, and yet 
not Fuft, and True. However, as Goodneſs 
is likewiſe an unqueſtionable Attribute of the 
Divine Nature, as the Race of Mankind were 
reduced to this Wretchednefs, this Depravi- 
ty, and Propenſity to Evil, not by any im- 
mediate Act of their own, but by the Fault 
of their firſt Parents, and even thoſe Parents, 
though highly culpable yet were ſeduced 
and ruined by the Malice of another; the 
Goodneſs of God, they believe, failed not to 
take Pity on our — Eſtate, and deter- 
mined to ſhew us as much Mercy and Fa- 
vour, as he could without Derogation from 
his Juſtice and Truth, and the Honour of his 
Maſe 1 ia and Laws. Now, his Wiſdom be- 
nite, he knew himſelf able to ſhew 


infinite Goodneſs and Mercy to Mankind, 
notwith- 


(45 
notwithſtanding the poſitive Demands of 


his Juſtice, and Honour, and the ſeeming 
I ibility which terrifies us; and reſol- 
ved, (they believe) in his infinite Mercy and 
Witdom, fo to do; and to take a Method 
which would equally fatisfy, and magnify all 
his Divine Attributes, his Juſtice, his Truth, 
his Holineſs, his Glory, his Goodneſs. For 
this purpoſe, they believe, that, Fore-know- 
ing what would happen, and the Difficulty 
which to his Creatures would thence ſeem 
to ariſe, he decreed eyen before the World 
was, that his own eternal and co-eſſential 
Son, ſhould aſſume our Nature, and be made 
Man, and ſhould ſatisfy the Demands of his 
Juſtice, and Honour, by voluntarily underta- 
king to ſuffer the Puniſhment that was due 
to our Sms, and die for our Redemption; 
and that Satis faction being thus made, to 
his Truth, by our Death, and to his Juſtice, 
and Honour, by the voluntary Sufferings of 
the Son of God for our Sins, and we being 
thereby acquitted from the Guilt of them, 
He would be reconciled to us through his 
Mediation, (to as many, I mean, as would 
repent, and believe in this Redeemer,) and 
caufe us, as it were, to be Born again of his 
Spirit, and to become neo Creatures, en- 
dowed with new Principles of Lite and 
Action, by his Influence and Operation, and 
having the almoſt _— Image of our Crea- 

tor 
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tor revived in our Minds as by a new and 
ſecond Impreſſion. All this, they believe, 
He has actually 3 - and that Jeſus, 
called the Chriſt, was the eternal Son of 
God manifeſted, for this purpoſe, in the 
Fleſh, which he aſſumed in a pure and 
ſanctified Virgin, by the over-ſhadowing 
Power and Influence of the Holy Spirit of 
God]; that the Occaſion of his Incarnation, 
was, thus voluntarily to offer himſelf to the 
'Divine Juſtice, as a Sacrifice for the Sins of 
the World, which he accordingly perform- 
ed by ſubmitting to be crucified for them, 
a Death of Malediction, appointed for Male- 
factors; by whoſe Sufferings they believe 
Vue were acquitted ; whoſe Blood they look 
upon to be the Price of our Redemption 
from future Miſery and Death ; who having 
thus paid our Debt, and our Ranſom, role 
again by his own Power from the Dead, 
and aſcended into Heaven, from whence he 


ſent down the Holy Spirit on his Diſciples, 


in order to qualify them for the Converſion 
of the World, and be a Witneſs with them 
of the Truth of his Reſurrection; and where 
he will remain continuing to make Inter- 
ceſſion for us till the Conſummation of all 
Things; at which time he will return to 
Judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and rai- 
ſing, by his Power, even our dead Bodies 
from the Grave in an uncorruptible Condi- 
tion, 


(11) 
tion, to be re- united to our Souls, will ren- 
der to every Man according to his Works, 
Tribulation, andAnguiſheverlaſting to them 
that have wilfully continued to do Evil, and 
_ everlaſting Happineſs and Glory to as many 
as did honeſtly endeavour to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent Life. 
To conclude, the Chriſtians believe, that the 
World was never left without the Aſſiſtance 
of Divine Revelation ; that our firſt Parents 
knew the adorable Being who created them, 
and were taught by Him after their Fall, 
what manner of Worſhip would be accept- 
able to Him, and received from Him ſuch 
Laws as were neceſſary at that time, with 
the Hopes of a Redeemer, typified to them 
in the Inſtitution of living Sacrifices, and of 
ſhedding Blood, for the Atonement of Sin; 
and that they inſtructed their Children ac- 
cordingly. That when the whole Race of 
Mankind were deſtroyed by a Deluge for 
having corrupted their Manners, and the 
Truths they had been taught, theſe Precepts, 
together with the Hopes ofa futureRedeem- 
er, were again renewed to Noah, and his 
Children; that when their Poſterity, like- 
wiſe, had buried the Knowledge of the 
Truth under a Multitude of Corruptions, 
God choſe ong good Man, and his Offspring, 
to whom he revealed his Will in a Body of 
righteous and . Laws, giving 11 4 
mY 5 
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Hopes, and Aſſurances of a Redeemer to 
come; whom, according to his gracious 
Promiſe, he ſeat at the Time which his 
Wiſdom had fore-appointed, who brought 
us yet a more perfect Revelation of the Di- 
vine Will, as it is now tranſmitted to us in 
the Writings of the Apoſtles, and has, at 
difterent times, been publiſhed and propoſed 
to every Nation, and People upon the Face of 
the Earth. They believe allo, that all the 
Wiſe Men who appeared among the Gentiles, 
were raiſed up for their Inſtruction, by the 
Goodneſs of God, to preſerve them from de- 
generating, into brutiſh Barbarity, and to be 
as glimmering Sparks of Light to qualify, 
and irradiate their Darkneſs, till the great 
Light of the World, the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhould riſe, Thus they believe God 
ro have all along expreſſed a Fatherly and 
Creatorial Goodneſs towards Mankind, not- 
- withſtanding our Depravity and manitold 
Corruptions ; and in due time, to have diſ- 
play*d his Benevolence and Love to us, even 
infinitely, in the Incarnation of his Son. This 
is what the Chriſtians believe concerni 
God, his Oeconomy towards Mankind, — 
the Reaſons thereof; great part of which, 
they confeſs to be Articles of Aſtoniſhment, 
no leſs than of Faith, and to be really won- 
derful in the higheſt degree; but affirm, at the 
ſame time, that they have abundantly ſuffici- 
ent 


(13) 
ent Reaſons to induce them to believe it, and 
that there is not one Particular thereof, but 
what is capable of a reaſonable and ſolid De- 
fence, However, becauſe the Deiſts are 
wont to object againſt the Incredibility of 
this Creed, we are contented, even before 
we offer our Reaſons for believing thys, 'or 
alledge any thing in its Defence, to compare 


it with that of the Deiſts, even in point of 


Credibility. Let us now therefore take a 
view of the Belief of the Deiſts, and fee, if 
it does not contain Things harder to be be- 
lieved, and require greater Credulity in 
thoſe who ſubſcribe it, than any thing we 
have recited. l 


CHAP. II. 
An Account of the Creed of the Deiſts, 


or what they believe concernin g the 


Deity, and his Conduct towards Man- 


kind. 
HE V believe, that there is one Supream 


Being, of infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Power, by whom all Things 
were created. They believe, that tho? he 
be infinitely Holy, and Perfe& Himſelf, and 
conſequently can approve nothing but what 


15 
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is Holy and Perfect in its kind, and withal 
infinitely Wiſe and Powerful to effect what 
He pleaſes, yet that He has created us in ſuch 
a State of Imperfection, that we are natu- 
rally proner to Evil, than Good; that the 
better Part of us is overborn by the worſe, 
and that we are impure even in our own 
Sight, and Judgement, (Strange Creatures 
to come out ot the Hands of a Being of infi- 


— 


nite Perfection, and Power —) They be- 


lieve, that tho? God is infinitely good, and 


muſt conſequently have the greateſt Bene- 
volence for his ſears, yet He has crea- 


ted Mankind in a miſerable Condition, 
both with regard to the Weakneſs of their 
Bodies, and the Infirmity, and Ignorance of 
their Minds; That, good as he is, He could 
be contented to make Creatures to be ſub- 
ject to ſuch a Number of painful, and ſhock- 
ing Diſcaſes of the Body; that, good as he 


is, He has either created us, or at leaſt ſuf- - 


fer'd us, as far backward as our Knowledge 
can reach, (and how much farther who 
knows?) to continue in miſerable Darkneſs, 
without knowing any thing of our Original; 
of the Cauſe of that Propenſity to Evil which 
we diſcover in our ſelves; of the Occaſion, 


or Reaſon, of our Mortality, which has all 


the Marks, and Appearance of a Puniſhment, 


and indeed may be demonſtrated to be ſo, 


and of which, conſequently, we might even 
e in 
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in Juſtice expect to be informed; without 
knowing wherefore' He has been leſs kind to 
the Female Sex of the nobleſt Species of 
Creatures, than to the Females of any other, 
in appointing their Pains in excluſion of 
their Young to be greater, Whereas He cer- 
tainly could have cauſed them alſo to bring; 
forth with little, if any, Uneaſineſs; with- 
out knowing any thing of the Methods of 
His Providence here, or of our future Con- 
dition (if there be any) hereafter. ; without 
knowing what Worſhip' will be acceptable 
to Him, and whether He will receive us 
into his Favour, and Mercy, after grievous 
Offences againſt Reaſon, or not: In ſhort, 
that tho? He be infinitely Good, yet He has 
left us to, be guided wholly by our ownRea- 
ſon, altho* He knew that there would not 
be one in a hundred in whom it would ever 
arrive to ſuch perfection, as to be able to di 
rect him in any obſcure Point; that we 
ſhould be led by Example more than by Rea- 
ſon, and that the Children would certainly 
inherit the Errors of their Fathers; all this 
notwithſtanding, they believe this infinitely - 
good Being to have left us entirely to our 
ſelves, tho* He could not but foreſee what 
would be the Conſequence of it; yet He, 
tho? Good and Benevolent, (they believe) 
regarded it not, but has ſuffered us to go a- 
{tray from the beginning till now, without 
any 


(1s ) 


any Endeavour to ſet us right, and reclaim 
us; without any publick, or manifeſt Re- 
proof. of our Beads beholding Mankind 
— now —_ abſurd Notions, as as to think 
| ot + leaſe, and 'pacify the Deity 
by Fedding the Blood of * and this 
without any Foundation, or Ground ſor 
ſuch a Thought; as 10 acknowledge a 
Multitude ot Gods, and eyen to worſhip the 
Work of their own Hands, corruptible, and 
— pkg . — of Wood, Stone, or Metals, 
Himſelf the Eternal, Living, a 

Tovible Creator ; yet they believe Him to 
have beheld all this extravagant Fooliſhneſs 
for ſome Thoutands of Years, without any 
the leaſt Offer to rectify the Miſtakes of His 


Creatures, tho? He ſaw that the Number of | 


the Wiſe was fo ſmall, and the Multitude ſo 
wedded to their Religion, that they would 
certainly go on thus for ever, without his 
Interpolition: Let He, they believe, tho” 
infinitely Good, permitted it to be 10, and 
ſuffer d them, without any Expreſſion of 
His Diſpleafure, to purſue all the Extrava- 
gancies their wild Fancies could invent; He 
has overlooked, and beheld Mankind be- 
wildered in their Searches after Truth, 
lokng themſelves in various Walks of Er- 
ror, as in a Wood, from the Beginning to 
this Day, without : any Inclination to ſhow 
them the right Way; doubtleſs, He is Fa | 

E 


_ Goodneſs moves him not to commiſerate 


n.. 
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Father, He has formed, and given us Life ; 
yet his Goodneſs, they think, is not con- 
cerned in what we do: What tho' He be 
infigitely benevolent, and we his Workman- 
ſhip, the Effects of his Wiſdom, and Power, 
miſerably blinded with Variety of Errors, 
and the greater part of us unable to extricate 
our ſelves We are nothing to Him, they 
ſay ; He feels no Learnings of Ten- 
derneſs towards his Works ! What tho? 
our Errors are deplorable, and our Condition 
compaſſionable in the higheſt degree! —His 


— 
tens 
* 


our Blindneſs, and help us He has made 
the Earth by his Almighty Power, and all 
that dwell on it, but his Glory, they ſay, is 
not concerned in being known, or honoured 
therein He ſo little - whom, or in 
what manner Men worſhip, that he has 
ſuffered Mankind, in all Ages, to be drawn 
away by one Impoſture or other; while the 
Religion of Nature, the only true One, (ac- 
cording to them) was never any where open- 
ly pro , no not ſo much as by a {mall 
Number! All Impottors, even the vileſt, and 
moſt extravagant, have had their avowed 


Followers, and Se&s; while the Deity Him- 


ſell has in no Age (that we know of) had fo 
much as a Handful of Men, no, not three or 
tour, who dared publickly to worſhip Him ac - 
cording to the Religion of Nature, in con- 

D - tempt 
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tempt of all human Inventions, and Super- 
ſtitions. Every falſe God, and falſe Religi 

on have had their Temples, their Priefis, 
2nd publick Worſhip; while the only true 
God, and Religion, (if there is no other 
Truth but the Religion of Nature) have ne- 
ver had ſo much as one ſingle Temple e- 
rected to their Honour, one Prieſt devoted 
to their Service, tocelebrate openly his Wor- 
ſhip, and glority his great and adorable 
Name, with the reaſonable Sacrifices of 
Prayer, and Praiſe. Strange, (even if He is 
ſo diſpleaſed with us, that his Goodneſs will 
not incline Him to compaſſionate our Blind- 
neſs,) that He ſhould not think his Honour 
concerned in the Caſe] but hardly ſtranger, 
than it is, that any Mantan think this to be 
the Truth !— Other Religions boaſt of the 
Atteſtation He has given them by Revelati- 
ons, and Miracles; whule the only true One 
(as they think it) hasnever received the leaſt 
Teſtimony of his Regard, tho? it is impoſſi- 
ble it ſhould ever be eſtabliſhed, unleſs He 
will vouchſafe to appear in its Favour; nay, 
muſt ever continue even defective without 
it; (for what Authority beſides will ever be 
able to eſtabliſh its Exerciſe, and preſcribe an 
uniform manner of Worſhip to Mankind * ? 
What Wiſdom inform us of many Things 
neceſſary to be known ?)— tho? it has no- 


thing 


* Sec Dr. Rogers's Sermons. 
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thing but Unbelief to oppoſe to the Miracles 
recorded by other Religions, as Teſtimoni- 
als of their proceeding trom Him; nay, tho? 
two of them, the Jemiſb Religion, and Chri- 
ſtianity, have ſuch Appearance of Truth, that 


the Exerciſe of Reaſon is not ſufficient to ex- 


tricate and convince us of our Deception, 
but the more diligent in our Enquiries and 
Reaſonings we are, the more we are con- 
firmed in them; and yet He, infinitely Good 
as he is, affords us no Aſſiſtance to diſcover 


the Impoſture; gives no Atteſtation to the 


Truth; yea, tho? we moſt earneſtly beſeech 
Him to bring us to the Knowledge thereof, 
tho? we have all the Regard for Him, that 
becomes us as his Creatures; are continually 
grateful for all his Goodneſs and Bounty, 
which we daily Experience with regard to 
our Bodies; and are fo deſirous of nothing, 


as of fulfilling his Will, and performing 


what is pleaſing in his Sight; and tho? (as I 
have ſaid) we cannot bad out our Error, and 
the more we examine, the more reaſonable 
the Belief of it daily appears. — Would He 
ſuffer us to be thus inextricably hampered 
with Deluſion, and Error? Would He not 
aſſiſt us, and bear witneſs to the Truth ?— 
We muſt think He would, and cannot think 
otherwiſe, But they believe the contrary ; 
the Deifts, I ſay, believe God, whoſe Good- 
neſs we daily 5 * in his We 
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Body, to behold this miſcrable Neceſſity of 


Information with which our are di- 
ſtracted, without offering, in his C , 
on, to afford us any ce, or Direction 


in the Caſe: That is, they believe Him, 
who is demonſtrably ſo good, as to have 
taken Care for the Supply of our leaſt Wants, 
to be void of all Compaſſion and Concern, 
with reſpect to our greateſt. A Belief ſo 
contrary to the Dictates of Reaſon, and to 


our natural Notions of the Divine Goodneſs, 


thiog equally difficult to be believed, exc 
it be the extraordinay Particulars which they 


and Wiſdom, that one can hardly find any 


believe concerning Chriſtianity, and the 


Propagators thereof; Which we will now 
take'a vie of, becauſe this View wall be of 
conſiderable Service to us, when ve come 
to compare the Two Opinions, and to enquire 
which of them contains the moſt incredible 
Points, and requires greater Credulity in 
him who proſeſſes to believe them. They 
believe, then, concerning the Propagators 
of the Chriſtian Religion, That thoſe — 

er- 


- * ] muſt here own my Obligations to what Mr. Dirton 
has accuratciy wrote concerning the Reſurrection of Feſus 
Chriſt ; part of which Diſcourſe Thave tranſcribed in the 
following Pages, tho* the Order is ſomewhat tranſpoſed, 
and ſome few Additions made to it, Ithought it both im- 
prudent and unneceſſary, to expreſs in my own manner, 
what had been ſo excellently ſet forth by a much abler 


Hand- 


( 2r ) 


Perſons, who but 2 few Hours" before had 
ſo little Spirit and Courage leſt them, that 
they forſook their Maſter in his greareſt Ex- 
tremities, and aſter all their Proceittion un, 
inyiolable Conſtancy and 2 
were yet ſo * wered by 24 
roo — own | 
ſelves date no, nor ſcarce ſhow thew 
Heads by Day-light for fear of the Jews ; 
— — I fay, could, le 
w- {o reſolute, ce 5 
bo ** hazardous Undertakin ar of his Body: Forcing: 
the Sepulcher, and. carr ying his Body: 
Nay, that they did not only 
did . — bop Ss n, 
of all the Guards placed there by the Jour; 
was allarmed, or diſturbed, but 
curely till the Deſign was exec ron 
the Occaſion of their watching was "of ſuch 
Co ze, and they were to continue 
— Watch but three Hours, being then re- 


lieved by others, who watched the ſame 
ace, and the Puniſhment of ſleeping on 


8 


uty was ſo ſevere by their Martial Law.) 
— And yet after all, could tell 
when they awaked, that the Diſciples Shad 
been there, and ſtollen the mY Abe They 
believe all this, I lay, 
true; or elſe, that dne Gun apes — 
thoꝰ ſet there on purpoſe to prevent a Thing 
which might prove of ſo * 
e 


— * 
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| leaſt, that the Apoſtles were venterſome and 
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the Jewiſb Nation, and poſſibly even to 
Rome, in the Revolt of this Nation, yet fa. 


voured the Attempt, and only counterfeited 


ty of knilhing what they came about: or at 


fooliſh, and rich enough to bribe a number 


of Soldiers to contribute towards ſo extra- 


vagant, and villainous, and miſchievous a 
Project; and yet that none of theſe Soldiers 
diſcovered the Secret, even when they ſaw 
what Uſe the Apoſtles made of the Lye, and 
how troubteſome (in their Notion) they be- 
gan to be, not only to that State, but even 
to many other Parts of the World, And 
yet one ſuch Witneſs would have been of 

reater Service to effect the Suppreſſion of 
Chriſtianity, than all the Puniſhments that 
were invented to inflict on its Profeſſors. 
The latter, it was evident, was not able to 
prevent the Encreaſe of their Converts, but 
this, in all probability, had it been true, and 


well atteſted, would have effectually put a 


ſtop to it, — They believe, that Men thus 
raſh, ang deſperate, buſied in an Enterprize 
of ſo much Danger for fear of the Soldiers 
awaking, (of ſo much hazard, at leaſt, for 
fear of a Diſcovery) and which therefore re- 
quired all poſſible Expedition and Diſpatch, 
would ſpend precious Time in unaccountable 
Niceties, and do ſuch Things as could be of 
no 
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no manner of Service to them ; but on the 
ather Hand, would eyidently expoſe them 
to the Danger of being ſurprized, and caught. 
That inſtead of taking a dead Body away 
wrapped up, and as they found it, they 
would firſt diveſt it of its burial Cloaths, and 
then diſpoſe them in ſeveral Parcels by them- 
ſelyes, ſome in one Place, and ſome in ano- 
ther; (for that they were ſo diſpoſed of can- 
not be doubted ; for it would have been to 
no purpoſe to affirm this, which might 
have been ſo eaſily denied and diſproved, if 
it had not been 'Truth.) and not rather chuſe 
to carry off all together, as Thieves would 
infallibly have done, who were in haſte, and 
knew not but the next minute would either 
briag the Guards about them, or cauſe ſome- 
thing to interveen, to the Confuſion of their 
Deſign: Tho? Perſons in their Circumſtan- 
ces, would hardly, one would have thoughr, 
have ſtood to dreſs up their Story of his Re- 
ſurrection with ſuch Niceties as theſe. Nor 
could they do. it from any Fear of having 
them found in their Hands ; for certainly 
m — = pos * found a fate 
and private Repolitory for the Body of Jeſus 
Chrif, after they had taken it — — — 
Tomb, could alſo have found a way to diſ- 
poſe of the burial Cloaths, that they might 
never have been ſeen more to diſcover the 
Trick, — They believe farther, that the 


Roman 
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Roman Officers, and the High-Prieſt, and 
 Sanhedrim, were uncommonly tender, and 
rep y merciful on ſo extraordinary 
an Occaſion ; or, bow comes it that we ne- 
ver heard of theſe Soldiers being puniſhed 
for their Negligence ; of the Jonjh Elders 
being preſſing, and urgent with the Gover- 
nour for it, or even of their proſecuting the 
Matter at all? — Unleſs they chuſe to be- 
lieve that the Soldiers bribed them, and 
that there was not one Man in the whole 
Sanhedrim, who bad Vertue, and Courage 
enough, to ſhow his Reſentments on ſo im- 
ant an Occaſion. However it was, their 
viour muſt be allowed to be a great 
Over-ſight at this Time, and to make the 
Story of the Body being ſtollen, look very 
ſuſpicious, if it not amount to a tacit 
Conſeſſion of the Truth of the Goſpel Ac- 
count. Inſtead of all this Silence, and Mild- 
neſs, one * rather have expected to 
have heard of their being enraged to the 
higheſt degree; to have had them repreſent- 
ed as . all imaginable Indig- 
nation againſt the Negligence, or Treachery 
of the Soldiers; one might have expected 
to have heard that they were not ſatisfied, 
rr 

with Severity; that they immediately offered 

Pardon, an —— to any 
one who would acknowledge 3 or 
18 licover 
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diſcover the Body, or the Authors of the 
Theft. Such Proceeding as this would have 
made the Affair look ſomewhat like a Piece 
of Villainy, or at leaſt, would have appeared 
as if they had really thought it to be ſo, but 
we find no ſuch Thing, that has arrived to 
our Knowledge, no, not in their own Au- 
thors ; but only an Aſſertion that the Body 
was ſtollen; which might very well be ſul- 
pected, if it were only on account of their 
Coolneſs in proſecuting the Affair. — To 
roceed, — They believe that the Apoſtles 
ving thus ſtrangely conveyed away the Body, 
and the Soldiers thus ſtrangely eſcaped, the 
former were mad enough not only to reſolve 
to ſtand it out before the Nation of the 
ems, that their Maſter was actually riſen 
om the Dead, tho? perſecuted, beat, and im- 
priſoned for ſo doing, but alſo that they found 
alarge Number of Men, (about five Hundred, 
they ſay) whom they engaged in the ſame 
Plot, and who maintained the ſame Story 
in the ſame extravagant, and obſtinate man- 
ner as themſelves ; nay farther, that they 
not only endeavoured to bring over the Jews 
to the Belief of this Fiction, but dividing 
the World among them, travelled all oyer 
it, endeavouring to perſuade the GentHes al- 
ſo, that this Jeſus was riſen from the Dead, 
was appointed the only Saviour, and Judge 
of Mankind, and had given them Com- 
E miſſion 
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miſſion to call upon all to forſake the Reli- 
gion in which they had been educated, and 
to believe in His Name, worſhipping, or 
acknowledging no other but the God ot the 
Jews as now manifeſted to the World in a 
Trinity of Perſons. The maddeſt Deſign 
(had it been of their own Contrivance) that 
could poſſibly be conceived | Notwithſtand- 
ing which, — They believe that this deſpi- 
cable and romantic Company of wilful Im- 
poſtors, and Deceivers, Men of a hated Na- 
tion, and Religion, without Learning and 
Diſcipline, without Skill and Experience, 
without any of the Arts of pleaſing and re- 
commending themſelves to Mankind, could, 
and did run down all the Wit, and Power, 
and Policy of the World; and preaching a 
moſt deſpiſed, incredible, and ſeemingly ri- 
diculous Doctrine, directly contrary to all 
the worldly Intereſts and Humours of Men, 
to their Religion and Cuſtoms, and to their 
Reaſon and Philoſophy too; could, and did 
propagate the Belief of it far and wide thro? 
the Earth, ſo that there was ſcarce a Nation 2 
in the whole Compaſs of the Globe, but 
what, in whole, or in part, received this Ficti- 9 
on, as the moſt ſacred Truth of God, and 
laid all the Streſs of their Salvation upon it. 
Or if they have ſo much Charity for the A- 
poſtles, as not to think them crafty and de- 
ſigning Impoſtors, they muſt believe, me 
| a 
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all this was done by Lunaticks, and Mad- 
men, that Men hurried by the Impetus of a 
wild extravagant Fancy, were Maſters of all 
that Conduct and Management, that Argument 
and Addreſs which was requiſite to bring 
about theſe aſtoniſhing Effects. Or, if they 
find it too hard to ſuppoſe, that a Company 
of diſtracted Men ſhould ever be able to ar- 
gue with ſo much Art, and Force, as to o- 
ver power all the Wiſdom and Learning of 
the World; then they muſt think the Reſt of 
Mankind, who believed them, to be like- 
wiſe as mad as they! that they were con- 
vinced, and perſuaded by mere Enthuſiaſm, 
that they miſtook down-right raving for 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſon, and a Chain of abſurd 
incoherent Falſities for bright and evident 
Demonſtrations of Truth: Thatall the Sages, 
Stateſmen and Philoſophers who embraced 
Chriſtianity, in great Numbers, as well as 
the Poor and Illiterate, believed they had 
Proofs which they had not; thought Things 
were plain and clear to them, which were 
not; fancied irreſiſtible Strength, Majeſty, 
and Eloquence, in an empty Noiſe, and 
Sound of Words, made by a Company of 
poor diſtempered Men, who neither knew, 
nor cared what they ſaid ; or laſtly, they 
mult believe, that the greateſt and moſt re- 
markable Revolution that the World ever 
knew or heard of, was effected without ei- 
gs. on. ther 
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ther an rand neceſſary natural Means, or 
any end Help, fo Aſſiſtance. For all 
the natural Means that can be thought of, 
are reducible to the Heads, of Compulſion or 
Perſuaſion; whether by Reaſon, and Rhe- 
toric; or Bribes, and other Temptations of 
that kind. Theſe are all, and the only Ways 
that Men can make uſe of to accompliſh an 

Deſign of this Nature. And I challenge all 
the World to ſhew me in a ſingle Inſtance, 
which of them all was made ule of by the 
Apoſtles in the Propagation of the Goſpel. 
The Diſputations of Reaſon they ſubjected 
to Faith ; the Arts of Rhetorick they either 
knew not, or deſpiſed ; to bribe the World 
was impoſſible. Then as for Supernatural 
Aſſiſtances, it is paſt all doubt that they 
could have none, even in the Opinion of 
the Dei ſts themſelves; for God would not, 
nor could not afford them any Help, and that 
whether they were wilful Impoſtors, or mere 
undeſigning crack-brained Enthuſiaſts; for 
the Work they were engaged 1n, being a 
horrible Cheat upon Mankind, it would be 
Blaſphemy to ſuppoſe Him to have concurred 
to the Succeſs of it. And as for Demons, 
and evil Spirits, theſe Gentlemen laugh at 
all Stories of their Exiſtence, and In. 
Magic Arts, and Enchantments, Conjurati- 
on, and Witchcraft, are Things quite out of 
their Way of Belief; and theretorc to be 
4. jure 
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ſure they will not ſuſpect there were any Ar. 
tifices of this kind made uſe of to delude 
Men's Underſtandings, and to help on this 
ſtupendous Revolution in the World. If 
they ſhould ; — We affirm that the Good- 

— of the Deity was poſitively concerned 
not to let Mankind be drawn, into ſuch grie- 
vous and abominableErrors, by the Practices 
of evil Spirits, and that we may be confi- 
dent He would not be an indifferent Specta- 
tor in the Caſe; for as this ſuppoſes the Ap- 
pearance of miraculous Powers, and preter- 
natural Gifts, a Man could not anſwer the 
Rejection of uch Teſtimonials, when the 
Doctrine could not be proved inconſiſtent 
with the Divine Attributes; for which Rea- 
ſon, the Goodneſs of the Supream Being 
would certainly never ſuffer his Creatures to 
be thus inevitably impoſed on. — So that 
here, I ſay, was the moſt ſurprizing Turn, 
that ever was given to the Affairs of the 
World, given by nothing at all ; brought a- 
bout, by, no-body knows, or can gueſs, or 
pretend to aſſign what it was. Neither 
Heaven, nor Hell was concerned in the Mat- 
ter. There was nothing in, or of Mankind 
that can be ſhown to be capable of produ- 
cing ſuch an Effect, according to the ordina- 
ry Laus of Nature, and the known Experi- 
ence of the World; neither Wit, and Learn- 


ing; nor Arts, and Intrigues; nor Money, 
and 
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and Intereſt; nor open Force, and Vio- 
lence; and I dare ſay, theſe Gentlemen can 
tell us of no other ways beſide theſe, b 

which Parties, and Factions are ever made 
in the World. But we will go on. — They 
believe, That theſe twelve poor Fiſhermen, 
were not only able, without any ſort of Aſ- 
ſiſtance, to compaſs this vaſt Deſign of con- 
verting the World, and making it ſtoop to 
the Laws they impoſed; but alſo, that they 
laid their Plot ſo deep, that the Effects of it 
ſhould be permanent, and laſting, and no 
ſucceeding Age, or Generation be able to 
tathom it, and prove it to be a Cheat. Tho? 
many, and they in particular with their 
whole Stock of Learning, and Wit, have en- 
deavoured to do it. Farther — They muſt 
either ſhow what theſe Men could propoſe 
to gain by their Labours, or believe that 
they had ablolutely diveſted themſelves of all 
the Principles of Self. Love, Tenderneſs, 
Care, and regard to their own Preſervation, 
and Happineſs; that they deſpiſed all the Com- 
forts, and Enjoy ments of Lite; that they ven- 
tured upon Poverty and Miſery, upon Ob- 
loquy and Shame, upon Perſecution and Tor- 
ment, and Death and Damnation itſelf in 
the next World (if there be any ſuch Thing) 
and all for nothing; for no End, or Purpoſe 
that can be imagined, or thought of. That 
they bid defiance to all that humane Natyre 
| | can 


oo Bas a_s) e a a SEES 


ap _ 


(5) 


can ever dread, or ſhun in this World, with- 
out having any Deſign in view, without be- 
ing acted by any Motives, or having any 
Grounds, or Reaſons for what they did; for 


a Deſign that bears no Proportion to Men's 
Actions, is no Deſign at all, juſt as an Agent, 
or Cauſe, that is wholly uncapable to pro- 
duce ſuch, or ſuch Effect, is, with reſpect 
to that Effect, no Cauſe at all; and that is 
demonſtrably the Caſe here, For it is ma- 
nifeſt from all the Circumſtances of the Mat- 
ter, that theſe Perſons could have no End in 
view, that bore any Proportion to the AQi- 
ons they did, or the Dangers they ventured 
upon. Nay, they had none but dark, and 
diſmal Proſpects before them, and (inſtead 
of quickening Motives) they had the great- 
eſt Diſcouragements to Action that Men 
could ever poſſibly lie under, and therefore 
there is no Remedy, but we muſt ſuppoſe 
them to be a ſort of Men, ſpecifically diſtinct 
from all others in the World; to be made 
after ſuch a manner, and endowed with ſuch 
Tempers, and Diſpoſitions, as no other Men 
beſides themſelves ever were. Becauſe Man- 
kind is influenced by ſuch MotivesasHopeand 
Fear; * they are led by ProſpeQs of Intereſt, 
Gain, Honour, or Favour among their Fel- 
low Creatures ; or elſe by Principles of Pie- 
ty, and Devotion; ſo that what they do, is 
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either the Effect of a ſuperſtitious, and miſta- 


ken, or elſe of a truly Religious Zeal for 
God. Whereas all but the laſt, are evident - 
ly excluded from the preſent Caſe; for it is 
maniteſt they could not, nor did not pro- 
ſe to themſelves any worldly Advantage, 
— they ſoon found what Treatment they 
were to expect from the World; and miſta- 
ken or deceived they could not be, if Men may 
repoſe any truſt in their Senſes; and conſe- 
uently it muſt run up to this monſtrous 
— at laſt, viz, That God Almigh- 
y had made a Set of prepoſterous, irregular 
tures, fit to carry on a wicked Deſign 
inthe World, that required ſomething very 
extraordinary, and particular in the Conſti- 
tutions of thoſe that were to have the Ma- 
nagement of it, and permitted them to ſe- 
duce a vaſt Number of Perſons, and thoſe 
the beſt, and honeſteſt Part of Mankind. 
But farther——They believe that theſe Men 
formally publiſhed a fiftitious Account of 
the Miracles wrought by their Maſter, and 
yet that none of their Adverſaries of the Jews, 
or Gentiles, ever undertook to diſprove the 
Matter of Fact. Strange and unaccountable! 
Was not this deſerting the Cauſe? Would 
not ſuch Conduct incline a Man to thank, 
that the Matter was too notoriouſly known 
to be denied? —— They believe alſo, that 


they talked of Miracles wrought by them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves, which yet they never performed, or 
which at leaſt were no more than juggling, 
Contrivances, and Cheats; and yet that 
none of their numetous Converts ever que- 
ſtioned their reality, or took any care to be 
fatisfied of the Truth of them, before they 
would become their Diſciples; —— They be- 
lieve, tho” theſe pretended | miraculous 
Gifts were all lyes, and juggling, that Mul- 
titudes in all Places were ſo convinced of 
the divine Power which accompanied the 
Apoſtles, that they were ready in Crowds 
to lay down their Lives for the Faith, nay 
were fo deceived as to believe that this Pow - 
er remained in the Church, long after the 
Death of the Apoſtles; when, in reality, 
there never was (as they believe) any ſuch 
Power in Nature, — They believe alſo, 
that the Apoſtles pretended to talk a great 
Number of Languages by the mere Gift of 
God, nay farther, that they undertook t6 
beſtow this ſtrange Gift upon others by Im- 
poſition of their Hands, and accordingly; 
that they had the aſſurance, in their Letters 
to their Converts, to talk to them as if they 
had actually received ſuch Gifts hy this 
Means, when none of them had ever fecei- 
ved any ſuch thing; And yet that none of 
their Converts had Senſe enough to fake 
the leaſt queſtion concerning the Matter. 
They believe, that theſe Men were not 
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only ſo mad as to ſpend: their Days in ſach 
continual. fatigue and hazard for the Propa- 
gation of this Lye, (as they think it) but, fi. 
nally, were ſo reſolutely bent on promoting 
their Impoſture, that they carried their Ob- 
ſtinacy to the laſt Gaſp, and moſt of them 
ſealed it with their Blood. 4A moſt ſtrange 
Conduct, to proceed thus reſolutely in their 
Endeavours, when they found they had no» 
thing to hope, and ſo much to fear in this 
Lite ; and even to die at laſt for their FiQi- 
on, hen they had nothing to hope, and ſo 
much to fear, if there be any Life after this 
— They believe, that a Company of the 
greateſt Impoſtors that eyer the World had, 
and who therefore mult neceſſarily, be-the 
worſt Men that ever were, did, notwith- 
ſtanding, furniſh Mankind with the moſt 
exact Syſtem of Morality that ever. was, and 
taught ſuch Rules of living, as were never 
_ expected from all the Schools of Philo- 
ſophy in the World. 'T hat Men, whoſe on- 
ly Purpoſe and Deſign was to cheat and abuſe 
the World, ſhould yet induſtriouſly lay the 
ſureſt Foundations tor the Peace, and Hap- 
ineſs of it, that ever were, or could be laid. 
That the vileſt, and molt notorious Hypo- 
crites would ſpend all their Time, and their 
very Lives too, in indefatigable labours, 
to make other Men upright, and ſincere ; 
and tho” their whole Buſineſs, on this Hy- 
3 | . potheſis, 
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potheſis, was nothing elſe but lying, and 
deceiving, would yet denounce eyerlaſting 
Damnation, and infift upon it, that no leis 
than this, ſhould be the Puniſhment of all 
thoſe who allowed themſelves in ſuch Prac-' 
tices. That having themſelves no Notion 
at all of the great, and glorious God, they 
ſhould yet impart the moſt rational, and be- 
coming Notions of Him to the reſt of Man- 
kind, and, by no other Principles ,but thoſe 
of pure Atheiſm, and Irreligion, kindle a 
Flame of Deſire in the Hearts of Men to 
worſhip, and ſerve Him. In a Word, that 
= took infinitely more pains to contra- 
dict, and confute themſelyes, nay, to e 
themſelves to all the World, as the moſt a. 
bandoned Sinners that ever came into ir, 
than they needed to have done, to have e- 
ftabliſhed the beſt R tion, and to haye 

otten an immortal Fame amongſt Men, 
hat — compiled their Syſtem of Religi- 
a ſtanding Monument to their own 
Shame, and that all their Sermons, and Wri- 
tings, were but ſo many Satyrs, and Lam- 
poons upon themſelves. To come to an end, 
if there be any End of the Abſurdities to 
which they mult aſſent ; — They believe, 
That ſo extravagant a Fiction, (as they call 
it) tho? its Suppreſſion was ten times at- 
— by the cruelleſt Perſecutions, could 
be able, not only c- ſtand its ground __ 
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all this Oppoſition, but even to triumph o- 
ver all its Enemies, and without Paz uch 
only by what 5 well as they, call the 
Tooliſbneſ⸗ of reaching, to drive Idolatry 
quite out of t 


ut of the World. which all the Phi- 
loſophy of the Grecians and Romans never 
dared eyen to attempt; and to cauſe the One 
lupream Being to be every where believed 
in, and adored, tho? at the ſame time it 
cauſed this Jeſas who was cruei and 
whoſe Body they ſuppoſe his Diſciples. to 
have ſtollen, to be adored as the Son. of 
God, and One Eternally with Him, All 
this, I fay, they believe to have 15 
not only without any Interpoſition of Provi- 
dence to preſerve it, but even tho? (ſuppo- 
ſing it an Impoſture) nothing could well be 
more abominable in the Sight of the Supream 
who is infinitely Good, who is Holy, and 
Juſt, and abhors all Lyes, and — — 
and who will not give his Glory to another, 
or it is not fit that He ſhould) to have look- 
ed. on, and beheld this wicked Impoſture 
1 their Suppoſition) aining ground all the 
Vorld over, and teaching Mankind to give 
thoſe Honours to a Creature, in Conjuncti- 
on vg Himſelf, which are only due to 
Himſelf, and yet to have ſuffered it to pro- 
Seed, and draw after it, the beſt, the moſt 
anocent, and well-meaning Part of Mas- 
* end, 


GS 
kind, thoſe who-moſt deſerved'his'Favaur, 


- 
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and Care, . Which They muſt reconcile, if 


they can, with his Goodneſs,” and Love of 
Truth, tor Ve cannot, All this, 


the Deiſ. 
believe, as well concerning the Supream 
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T O begin with the Creed of the Chriſti- 

1 ans;—ltis true, many Articles thereof 
are aſtoniſhingly wonderful, ſuch as never 
could have entered into our Thoughts con- 
cerning the Deity, or his Divine Diſpenſati- 
ons, if He had not been pleaſed to reveal 
them unto us; but then they are never the 
leſs credible on this Account, (if we have 


ſufficient Arguments to induce us to believe 
it a Divine Revelation) but rather the more 


ſo; for our own R might teach us to 
expect to hear Things wonderful to us, if 
eyer the Supream, the Eternal, and Infinite 


Being, 
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Being, ſhould be pleaſed to reveal Himſelf 
to us, and give us any Account of his Nas 
ture, the Methods of his Government; and 
his Divine Diſpenſations. We might 'natu- 
rally _ ſay, to hear Things amazing 
to us, Things not to be comprehended by our 
Underſtanding; for how 1hould Creatures 
22 way finite, have any adequate Idea's, 
ox Conception of the Nature, or Attributes, 
of a Being every way infinite? We need not 
therefore, we ee, (if we have any good 
eaſon to think theſe Things revealed, hich 
will quickly be choqued, or ſtaggered 
at the Wonderfulneſs of theſe Articles, or think 
them incredible on that account. To which 
we may add, that as the Hiſtory of a Fal 
is made the Foundation of our Religion, ſo 
it is no ſmall Step towards the Belief of it, 
to be convinced from Reaſon, as we are, that 
there muſt have been ſuch an Event; for 

this ſhows us that the Foundation on which 
it is built, is certainly true. And as for 
what we are taught to believe the Divine 
Being to have performed in order to our 
Salvation, if the Attributes of Infinite Juſ- 
tice, and Goodneſs, and the whole Caſe be 
conſidered,” we ſhall ſee ſufficient Reaſon to 
believe it: For the Occaſion and Foundation 
of the-Incarnation of the Son of God, ſeems 
naturally, and neceſſarily to'be laid, in the 
unqueſtionably eſſential Attributes of oy 
244 r 
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for God cannot but be Juſt, and cannot but 
be Merciful, and Good; it was i 
therefore neceſſary, 'on ſuppoſition of ſuch 
an Event as the Fall, (which is ſo demon- 
ſtratively confirmed by what we experience 
in our ſelves) that fome ſuch Method as this 
ſhould be taken to reconcile theſe two At- 
tributes ; now tho? the Method the Chri- 
ſtian Religion declares this adorable: Being 
to have made choice of for this purpoſe, be 
wonderful in our Eyes, and ſpeaks the moſt 
infinite Condeſcention, and Merey, yet it 
is certainly by ſo much the worthier ot Him; 
and would have been utterly unworthy* of 
Him if it had not. It is true indeed, it 
would have been impoſſible for us to have 
thought of any ſuch thing, but that is no- 
thing to the Purpoſe; not only becauſe his 
Thoughts are above our I ts, but alſo, 
becauſe it is as impoſſible tor us to think 
how it could have been done otherwiſe ; and 
therefore this is no harder to be imagined, 
than that. Wherefore, there is nothing in 
the Chriſtian Belief that can truly, and juſt- 
ly be ſaid to be actually incredible, if there 
be any good Grounds to think it revealed. 
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Let us now in like manner examine the 
Creed of the Deiſts; in which I am perſua- 
ded we ſhall find many Things incredible. 
Firſt, then, it is utterly incredible that a 
Zieing 
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Being of infinite Goodneſs, ' and Wiſdom 
and Power, and Holineſs, has either crea 
Mankind in their preſent Condition, of 
ſhould w negle& them in it, however 
it was b upon them. As for the for- 
mer part of the Aﬀertion ; — Whether we 
conſider the Body, or Mind, we ſhall find 
them in ſuch wretched Circumſtances, that 
it is impoſſible ſuch a Work ſhould ever 
have come out of the Hands of a Being of 
infinite Perſections. As for the Body, it 

feems forwarder from the beginning to tend 
to Corruption, and Deſtruction, than to con- 
tinue in its preſent State, or improve. As 
for the Mind, its Faculties are weak, en- 
cumbered, and apt to run into continual 
Diſorder, thro the Irregularity of the ue 
petites, or Paſſions ; and what is yet wore; 
the Will is naturally more inclinable to-Bvil 
than Good. * s it poſſible to think, that 


an infinitely good, and wiſe, and powerful 
Agent would have left his Work thus? 


Would ic 'not have been an E to 


* If there be any Neceſfity to prove this, I appeal 
to the Univerſal Experience of Mankind, whether they 
have not always obſerved it to be thus in Childreu, 
and even in themſelves when adult, in many Particulars, 
notwithſtanding all the Care that has been taken to give 
their Minds a different Turn. I think likewiſe, that i 
may ſerve as a Proof of this Point, that Wickedne', an 
Injaſtice abounds ſo much more iu the World than Vir“ 
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Him? Would He not ſooner have thrown 
it away, or deftroyed it? Would even a 


skilſul Clock-maker, or Ship-wright, ſuffer 
a Clock, or a Ship, to go out of their Hands 
that was not as perfect as their Art could 
make it? They would not, Much leſs then 
can we imagine the All-wiſe, and All-pow- 
erful Creator to have made Maa in his pre- 
ſent Condition. No, He certainly created 
Man in ſuch Perfection as belonged to our 
Nature, He could have taken no Delight in 
his Work if it had been otherwiſe. But per- 
haps it will be ſaid, we were created in our 
preſent Condition, as in a State of Proba- 
tion. I reply, that the Creator could have 
found other Ways enough for our Probation; 
and that his infinite Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, 
and Power, could never have been ſatisfied 
in ſuch a Creation. And I leave it to the 
Deciſion of Reaſon, whether it is probable 
it could. Adding only, that in my Judge- 
ment, the preſent miſerable Imperfection of 
Man, ſeems as evidently to declare, that 
human Nature has undergone ſome Alterati- 
on, and is, by ſome means or other, fallen 
from the Perſe&ion of its original State, as 
the viſible Scar of a Cut, or a Burn, ſpeaks 
the Body to have ſuffered by one of thoſe 
Accidents. I think I may conclude therefore, 
that ſome Alteration, or Change, has been 
made in our . But how? Or, wy 7 

ſy, 
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Or, by whom? We know not,— according 
to their Syſtem. — But is it not incredible, 
that a Being of infinite Goodneſs, ſhould 
not think himſelf concerned to acquaint us 
with this, when we had utterly loſt the 
Knowledge thereof? Might we not natural- 
ly expect this from Him, it it were only to 
clear his Power from any Queſtion, and 
his Goodneſs, and Holineſs, from any Impu- 
tation, by ſhowing us that the Evilneſs, and 
Miſery we complain of, proceeds not from 
Him, but from ſomething elſe, or rather, 
trom ourſelves ? For had it been the Effect 
of Violence, or Hoſtility, his Goodneſs, and 
Power, would either have preſerved us from 
it, or at leaſt have repaired the Hurt we had 
received; we may be ſure therefore, that it 
was ſome how, or other occaſioned by our 
ſelves; That is, was either the natural, and 
immediate Conſequence of ſome Action of 
the Parents from whom we derive our Birth 

or was inflicted by our Creator in his Dif- 
pleaſure, as a Puniſhment for ſome Fault 
committed by them, And I think we ma 

be equally ſure, that a Being of infinite Wil- 
dom, and Goodneſs, and Juſtice, would not 
ſuffer the Knowledge thereof to be wholly 
loſt from the Earth, but would preſerve ſome 
Memory of the Matter, as a Vindication of 
his own Goodneſs, and Juſtice, in the caſe, 
I am bold to ſay, that it is Kü 
Io — that 
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that He ſhould not, whatever was the Oc· 
caſion; that a Being of infinite Goodne's 
ſhould ſo wholly reject the wretched Race 
of Mankind, as not to let them know this, for 
the Juſtification of his own Honour, and 

for our Condemnation, © I dare affirm, that 
as the Miſery to which we are ſubject, is 
certainly an Effect of his Diſpleaſure, and 
Wrath, we may even in Juſtice expect to be 
informed how the Race' of Mankind has de- 
lerved ſo great Diſpleaſure; for every one 
Who is puniſhed, has naturally a Title to 
know for what Reaſon. But, why, it will 
be objeded, may not his Goodneſs, and 
Juſtice, and the Vindication of theſe Attri- 
butes, as well ſuffer the Divine Being to leave 
all Mankind in Ignorance thereof, as 10 great 
a Part of the Species, as, by our "own. 
Suppoſition, have been neglected in this man- 
ner? For a very good Reaſon, To wit, 
becauſe the former is utterly inconſiſtent 
with theſe Attributes, but the latter not at 
all; for, on this Hypotheſis, undoubted Mo- 
numents of this Event were left in our Hands, 
which it is to be ſuppoſed all ere once ac- 
quainted with; from whence we argue, that 
it any of them, by corrupting themſelves, 
and the Truth, loſt the Knowledge thereof, | 
it was their own Fault; nor could it be any 
Reflection on the Divine Goodnels, to let 
them continue in 8 Ignorance which 1 
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the Effe& of their own Wickedneſs and Self- 
corruption; eſpecially ſince he had taken 
care, that the Knowledge thereof ſhould be 

reſerved by a People whom he had choſen . 
25 that purpole, from whom the reſt might 
* it, 2 they had bor * | 
of finding ir; and more particularly, ſince 
He always intended, at the Time appointed 
by his Wiſdom for ſending his Son into the 
World, to bring all Men to the Knowledge 
thereof, and of the Remedy for it which his 
Goodneſs had prepared. By which I take 
the Objection to be ſufficiently anſwered. 
To proceed then; — To me alſo it ſeems 
incredible, that a Being of infinite Goodneſs, 
whatever Diſpleaſure He may have con- 
ceived againit Man, yet, conſidering us 
as miſerable, not originally by any im- 
mediate Fault of our own, but by the very 
Circumſtances of our Birth, {hould not have 
ſa much Compaſſion upon Mankind, as to 
endeavour to reduce them from their Errors, 
and bring them to the Knowledge of the 
Truth. —It is plain by. accounts, that we 
have erred from the Beginning, and proba- 
ble, for many Reaſons, that we ſhall err to 
the End. Can his Goodneſs behold this our 
Blindneſs without Pity? Do not we pity a 
Bird that is lame? or a Dog that halts ? — 
Is He leſs Compaſſionate and Merciful than 
us? or the Blindneſs of Mankind a _ 
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leſs deſerving Commiſeration than theſe? — 
But it is their own Fault; Have they nat 
the Faculty of Reaſon f — Wherefore do they. 
vor uſe it They are endowed with Rea- 
ſog, and ought to conſult it, and are highly, 
to blame for not performing it with more 
Diligence and Care; but ſtill, I ſay, they 
are to be pitied, if it be; conſidered under 
what Prejudices Men are Educated, and that 
the Children inherit the Errors of their Fore - 
fathers; and much more, it it appears that 
ſome of their Errors, (sf Errori,}; bave ſuch, 
a Similitude of Truth, that no human En- 
deavours can diſcover them to be ſuch. 
Which might have been faid of the Jewe!ſb. 
Religion, while it laſted ; and may at pre- 
ſent be as truly affirmed of Chriſtianity. Let 
theſe two Particulars be ſufficiently weigh- 
ed, and I ſay it is incredibe, that a Being of 
infinite Goodneſs, ſhould ſuffer Mankind to 
continue under ſuch a multiplicity. of Delu- 
ſions, without any Endeavour, or Inclinats- 
on to bring them to the Knowledge of 
the Truth. That He ſhould look on uncon- 
cerned, and ſuffer them to be deceived, and 
drawn in, by Impoſtures which counterfeit 
the Truth ſo well, that it is impoſſible they 
ſhould be able to diſcover the Cheat, or ex- 
tricate themſelves by any Efforts of their 
own. It is incredible that He ſhould have 
ſo little Concern for Mankind, whom an 
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to be contented to behold them all err, but 
a very ſmall Number; to be contented that 
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has made, or for Truth, which He loves, as 


Fal ſhould — where triumphant, 
while Truth is aſhamed to ſhow its Face ; 
that Falſchood ſhould have as many Millions 
of Diſciples, . as Truth has ſingle Perſons 
that proteſs it; that every Impoſture, e- 
ven the vileſt, and moſt extravagant, ſhould 
have a large number of Places appointed for 
its falſe Worſhip, and the Truth have not 
one upon the Earth. It is incredible, I ſay, 

| On that 


lf it be anſwered, that even upon our own Suppo- 
ſition, Falſehood has a greater Number of Followers, 
than the Truth; I acknowledge it to be ſo, but age. 
this Corruption alſo to be a manifeſt Proof of ſome 
Depravation of our original Condition; which, I ſay, 
could never have been created ſo inclinable ro Error, 
by a Being who delights in nothing but Truth. As for 
the natural Perverſeneſs of the Hyle, or Matter, it was 
an Hypotheſis invented by the Platoniffs to ſalve the 
Difficulties we have been ſpeaking of, but is highly un- 
philoſophical ; becauſe this either falſely ſuppoſes Mat- 
ter to have a Property, which it has not from God, (and 
which to imagine Him not inclinable, or not able to 


remove, is the ſame thing, as to ſet bounds to his infi- 


nite Goodneſs, and Power) or elſe to have been created 


ſo defective, which is f to his Power, and nei- 


ther conſiſtent with his infinite Wiſdom, Perfection, or 
Goodneſs. I reply alſo, that ſtill Truth, on our Hy- 
potheſis, has a large Number of Profcſlors; it dares ſhow 
its Head, and maintain its own Cauſe ; and that Falſe- 
hood is not able to ſtand againſt it, if brought to the 
Trial; which is a very different Caſe from that of Deiſm, 
if it were the Truth. For it has no competent Number 
of Diſciples, and is not able to anſwer, much lefs to con- 
ſound Chriſtianity, which it charges with Fal:chood, 
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that a Being who is a Lover of Truth ſhould 
it it to be ſo.— But why, it may be 
asked again, might not his Goodneſs leave all 
Mankind to ſbift for themſelves,” as well as ſo 
great a Part of the Species, as by our own Sup- 
poſition always were, and ſtill are left in ſuch 
4 Condition? —— Becauſe, (as I anſwered 
juſt now in a like Caſe) the latter is entire- 
ly conſiſtent with his Goodneſs, whereas 
e former can by no means be reconciled 
thereto. The latter part of this Propoſition 
has already been proved. The former 
Branch -of it, may be evinced by re- 
minding, the Queriſt, that when God origi- 
nally revealed his Will, it was equally known 
to all, but that they, or their Children, 
corrupted the Truth which they had been 
taught, and ſet up their own Imaginations 
in its place ; whic notwithſtanding, the Di- 
vine Goodneſs endeavoured to reclaim them 
by Meſſages ſent by good Men; (which 
we read in particular of Enoch, and Noah;) 
when this would not prevail on them to for- 
fake their Corruptions, and Iniquities, He 
brought a Deluge of Waters on the World, 
to deſtroy that abominable Race, and waſh 
the Earth from the Pollutions with which 
they had- defiled it; Then again, all that 
were left ſufficiently knew Him, and his 
Will, (whether from thoſe Precepts, or not 
8 


which the Jews yet preſerve the Memory of, 
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is delivered to Noah, I ſhall not ſtay to en- 
. When theſe alſo had corrupted their 

ays, and turned from the Truth to their 
own Imaginations, .and were not to be re- 
claimed; the Longanimity of the Divine 
Goodneſs would not weep away Mankind 
by another general Deſtruttion, but leaving 
them to their own Inventions, reſerved to 
Himſelf, (as it were one Grape from the 
Cluſter) one favourite Man more Excellent 
than the reſt, whoſe Poſterity He took for 
his choſen People, who might ſtill preſerve 
the Truth upon Earth, and be Witneſſes 
thereof to the reſt of the World; whom, as 
a Proof of his Exiſtence, and the Truth of 
their Religion, He perpetually protected by 
great, and evident Miracles, as long as they 
continued to worſhip Him only, and were 
ſtrict in the Obſervance of his Laws. What 
now is there in this Proceeding that is any 
way inconſiſtent with the moſt infinite Good - 
neſs ? Eſpecially if it be remembered, that 
notwithſtanding the Corruptions, and Abo- 
minations of the Gentiles, his infinite Mer- 
cy had not wholly rejected even the reſt of 
Mankind, but raiſed up wiſe Men among 
them to prevent their being reduced to a Sa- 
vage Barbarity, and always deſigned to have 
mercy on them alſo, and reduce them to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, when the Saviour, 


whom Men had been taught to expect, had 
offered 
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offered-up a Sacrifice of Atonement for the 
Sins of the World, and procured a Reconci- 
liation for them ; and that then he extend- 
ed his Goodneſs to all Nations, and ſent 
his Meſſengers among them to recall them 
to the Knowledge of Himſelf, and to offer 
them Salvation thro? the Merits of his 
Chriſt, There is a vaſt Difference therefore 
between the Two Syſtems ; One ſuppoſes 
Him to behold all Mankind from the begin- 
ning to the end, loſing themſelves in vari- 
ous Walks of Error, and Falſehood, a very 
few 2 of which * a yp one 1 an 
e has Courage enough openly to profeſs 
Mo lr Reis. ys ne ny 
and if any one goes thus far, ſtill they find 
themſelves ignorant of many neceſſary 
Truths; as, whence, Evil, Miſery, Death; 
what Form of publick Worſhip is to be eſta- 
bliſhed; what Hope of Pardon after great, 

and wiltul Tranſgreſſions; to which we ma 
add, that the Chriſtians maintain their Cauls 
ſo well, and with ſuch ſpecious Arguments, 
that the Truth (if it be the Truth) ſtaggers, 
and is almoſt over - powered by them; (the 
Chriſtians at leaſt think the Advantage on 

their ſide.) So that on this Suppoſition, there 
is nothing almoſt but Darkneſs, and Error 
upon the Earth; Falſehood every where 
triumphant, and Truth forced to hide its 
head; Truth filenced, and Falſchood ſing- 
H ing 
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ing Victory; — And all this, the infinite- 
ly good Creator, (according to this Syſtem) 
beholds, and has beheld from the Beginning, 
without ever aſſerting the Cauſe of Truth, 
or pitying the Errors of his Creatures ſo 
far, as to uſe any Endeavours to reduce, and 
reclaim them. {For ſure the weak, and rare 
Efforts of the Few who haye appeared Ad- 


vocates for natural Religion, whoſe Objecti- 


ons againſt Chriſtianity have been ſo often, 
and ſo well anſwered ; who have fo little to 
reply to the Arguments urged in defence of 
this Religion, and whoſe Syſtem is clogged 
with ſo many incredible — as 
has above been obſerved ; — ſure ſuch 
baffled, ineffectual Efforts as theſe, I fay, 
cannot be looked upon, or eſteemed as ſuf- 
ficient Endeavours of this kind :) Whereas, 
on the other fide, how different is the Con- 
duct of our Creator, according to the Chri- 
ſtian account ? According to this, his Will, 
and every Thing neceſſary to be known, has 
been revealed from the Beginning ; His 
Mercy has continually ſtrove with the Cor- 
ruptions of Mankind; the Original of which 
Corruptions, He himſelf has informed us 
of, when the whole Earth had perverted 
their Ways, and the Truth. He has always 
made choice of new, and proper Methods 
of preſerving it, and bearing witneſs there- 
to; and at the laſt, in the Fulneſs of 2 

. ent 
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ſent his Son to redeem us, and convert all 
Nations from their Ewors, and Abomina- 
tions, to the Knowledge of che Truth, Con- 
ſider now God, as He is a Being of infinite 
Holineſs, and Juſtice, and what could Di- 
vine Goodneſs have done more, than it has? 
So that the Caſe is as different as poſſible; 
One Scheme ſuppoſes Him to have perform- 
ed all that could be expected from the moſt 
infinite Goodneſs; the other, to expreſs ſuch 
Diſregard for his Creatures, as is hardly con- 
ſiſtent with the leaſt Degree of Beneficence; 
on one Side there are no difficulties but what 
may be readily, and ſatisfactorily anſwered; 
on the other, to reconcile the Conduct of 
the Supream Being to infinite Goodneſs, 
ſeems to me an inſuperable Task. —— If it 
be asked, why the Divine Goodneſs has not 
brought a greater Part of Mankind to the 
Knowledge of the Truth? Or, why it has 
permitted Maþometriſm to encreaſe, and over- 
run the true Religion in ſo many Places ?— 
J anſwer to the firſt Query, That as all are 
undoubtedly in ſome degree, benefitted by 
the Death of the Saviour of Mankind; ſo his 
Goodneſs, ſatisfied with the Mercy of this 
AQ, is certainly at Liberty to call whom, and 
when He pleaſes, as his Wiſdom perceives 
them to be fit, and . e To which I 
may add, that the Truth has, at one time 
or other, been * in all Places, if they 
2 re- 
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rejected it at firſt, or extinguiſhed it after- 
wards, He may juſtly, and without any Re- 
flection upon his Goodneſs, leave them to 
their own Imaginations. — To the ſecond 
Query concerning Mahometiſm, I anſwer : 
That the Riſe and Growth of this Sect was 
permitted by Divine Providence, partly as 
a Puniſhment to the Nations where it be- 
gan, for not having embraced the Truth 
which was among them; and partly to pu- 
niſh the Wickedneis of the Chriſtians, whoſe 
Corruptions, and Diviſions deſerved ſuch a 
Scourge. In ſhort, if the whole Method of 
God's Proceeding with Mankind, as ſet 
forth by the Scriptures of the Old, and New 
Teſtament, be impartially examined by the 
perfecteſt Reaſon, I am ſatisfied it will be 
tound not only entirely conſiſtent with infi- 
nite Goodneſs, but every way worthy there- 
of, and adequate thereto. Whereas I pro- 
feſs as before, I am not able to ſee, how the 
Conduct of this adorable Being, according 
to the Deiſt Suppoſition, can poſſibly be re- 
conciled with this Attribute. There ſeem 
to me to be ſo many Circumſtances in our 
Condition that are inconſiſtent there with, 
that for this very Reaſon their Syſtem ap- 
pears incredible ro me. Eſpecially when I 
reflect likewiſe how many incredible Parti- 
culars they are alſo obliged to ſubſcribe, in 
conſequence of their Belief that the CO 
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Religion is an Impoſture. Which, (becauſe 
1 think the Reader muſt needs have obſer- 
ved them) I ſhall mention as briefly as I can. 
Indeed all their Belief concerning it, (recited 
above) is nothing but a Heap of incredible 
Poſitions, lt is incredible, for the Rea- 
ſons there hinted, that the Apoſtles ſtole the 
Body of their Maſter, according to the Af. 
ſertion of the Jews, and Suppolition of the 
Dei ſts.— Incredible, that they would have 
gone thro? ſuch Labours, and Hazards, in 
attempting to bring the World to believe 
ſuch a Story, had they not been commiſſion- 
ed by God for the Work, and aſſuredly de- 
pended on his Aſſiſtance, and Protection. 
Incredible, that ſo extravagant a Deſign 
could have entered into their Thoughts. 
Incredible, even if this could be believed, 
that they ſhould all reſolve to go thro? with 
their Fiction againſt ſuch Oppolition, as they 
did, that they ſhould prefer it to Life itſelf, 
and maintain it with ſuch Firmneſs under 
the very Agonies of Death. — Incredible, 
that ſo ſtrange, and unheard of a Doctrine, 
whoſe Precepts are ſo contrary to the Incli- 
nations of Fleſh and Blood, ſhould proſelyte 
ſuch Numbers as it did, and work in them 
ſuch Conviction, that they likewiſe ſhould 
be ready to die for the Profeſſion of it, if 
they had not beheld the firſt Preachers there- 
of endowed with ſuch Powers, as were con- 


vincing 
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vincing Teſtimonials of their being ſent on 
this Meſſage by God. Incredible, that 
ſuch an Impoſture, as they would ſuppoſe it, 
teaching ſuch wonderſul Doctrines, ſhould 
triumph over all poſſible Endeavours to ſup- 
it in ten fierce Perſecutions, and ſpread 
atſelf over the whole Earth, and entirely a- 
boliſh Idolatry which had been ſo long eſta- 
bliſhed, and all this, without uſing any Reſiſt- 
ance towards its Perſecutors, or Force on 
its Converts; it is incredible, I ſay, to think 
this could have happened, if it had not been 
ſupported by the Divine Concurrence, and 
Bleſſing. It is incredible alſo, that ſuch 
vile Wretches, as they muſt have been, ſup- 
poling them Impoſtors, would have choſen, 
and taken ſuch Pains to eftabliſh ſuch a Re- 
ligion as this, which promotes all Godlineſs 
and Virtue, and carries them to the greateſt 
Perfection; and which they could not but 
Derceive would be the more difficultly em- 
ee for thwarting Men's natural Inclina- 
tions, and Propenſities, ſo much as it does; 
an Article which, I fear, makes one of the 
moſt conſiderable Objections againſt it to 
this very Day !— All this to me, I fay, ap- 
rs abſolutely incredible ; but it any one 

is not willing to go ſo far, this, I think, 
muſt be granted at leaſt, that if the two Be- 
liefs be compared, the Chriſtian has evi- 


dently the Advantage, in point of 2 — 
| ity. - 
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lity. — If any Man doubts it, let him 
make the Compariſon under the following 
Heads, | 


1. Whether it is not more credible, that 
the Deity did not create Man in his preſent 
Condition, as Chriſtianity aſſerts; than that 
He did; as the Deiſts ſuppoſe? 

2 Whether it is not more credible, that 
He has from the Beginning ſhown a graci- 
ous regard for us, even ſuch a one as is wor- 
thy of his infinite Goodneſs, as Chriſtianity 
declares; than that He has * left us to 
our ſelves, as the Deiſts ___ : 

3 Whether the Points which are made 
the Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion; 
Concerning Man's having fallen from a State 
of Perfection by his own wilful Tranſgreſſi- 
on; Concerning the Neceſſity of Satisfacti- 

on being made to Divine Juſtice, for this, 
and other Tranſgreſſions; Concerning the 
abſolute Want of a Mediator; the Exiſtence 
of a Trinity of Perſons in the Divine Na- 
ture, and the Probability of the Method 
which the Goſpel aſſerts the Divine Wiſdom 
to have taken for our Salvation, are not 
vaſtly more credible than the Tenets we have 
rehearſed? | 

4 Whether it is not more credible on all 
accounts, that the Preachers of our Religi- 
on received it from God, and were divinely 

Com- 


(56) 


commiſſioned for the Work; than that they 
were wicked Impoſtors, and all that they 
preached a Fiction of their own ? 


As for the three firſt of theſe Enquiries, I 
think the Matter ſo evident from what has 
been faid, that I ſhall paſs them over as al- 
ready determined, and ſpeak only of the 
laſt, as being that to which the Adverſaries 
of Chriſtianity make the greateſt Excep- 
tion. | 

Let us enquire then, whether the Arti- 
cles mentioned, are not vaſtly more credible 
than the Creed of the Deiſts ? 

And, firſt, ſince it is impoſſible for a diſ- 
cerning Mind to believe, that Man was cre- 
ated in his preſent Condition, is it not more 
credible, that this — Change was oc- 
caſioned by ſome wilful Tranſgreſſion of 
Man? And that Man was drawn into this 
Tranſgreſſion by the Suggeſtion of ſome o- 
ther Creature? than to aſcribe it to any o- 
ther Cauſe ? or account for it any other 
Way? — It cannot be attributed to an 
Alteration of the Divine Benevolence, whic 
is ſubje& to no Mutability : It could not be 
from the open, or ſecret Hoſtility of any o- 
ther Being, nor have proceeded from any 
Ignorance, or abſolute Misfortune of Man ; 
for in either of theſe Caſes, the Creator in 
his Goodneſs, would undoubtedly have re- 

E708 paired 
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paired the Hurt Man had received. It muſt 
theretore, ſome way, or other, have been 
occaſioned by his own wilful Fault, and Ot- 
fence ; but how could this be ? When Man, 
being created in Perſection, could have no 
1 in Himſelf to ſin, or offend; 
unleſs we ſuppoſe his Will to be moved, by 
the Impulſe and Inſtigation of ſome other 
Creature, to tranſgreſs in ſome Inſtance the 
known Will, or Command of his Creator., 
So that we are naturally reduced to the Sup- 
polition of a T rea, and a Tempter, 
according to the Scripture Account. (But 
how, it may be asked, was it conſiſtent with 
the Divine Goodneſs, to permit ſuch Temp- 
tation? Eſpecially if, as the Chriftians ſup- 
poſe, He toreknew the Conſequence of it ? 
We anſwer that God permitted it, for the 
exerciſe of Man's Free-Will, (which Man 
had been endowed with to no purpoſe, if 
Good, and Evil, had not been propoſed to 
him, and left to his own Choice;) for a Trial 
of his Obedience, (which could not be grate- 
ful but as proceeding from Free-Will;) and 
for the Glorification of his own Attributes, 
which could not be manifeſted, and exerci- 
ſed in a better manner, or more infinitely, 
than by thus permitting Evil to be introdu- 
ced by the Abuſe of Free-Will.) —— Thus 
alſo, Secondly, concerning this firſt, and our 
tollowing Tan e Which is more 

I cre- 
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credible ? That a Being eſſentially, and in- 
finitely Juſt, and Holy, and Knowing, who 
has endowed us with a Faculty of diſtin- 
guiſhing between Good, and Evil, ſhould 
not ſuffer our Tranſgreſſions of this Rule to 
eſcape with Impunity, and without any be- 
coming Satistaction, or Mulct? Or, that 
He ſhould over · paſs them without Right 

or Reaſon, in Contradiction to his Nature? 
For what Reaſon can be pretended for his 
ſo doing? — That Repentance, in many 
Cafes cannot, is plain. Will they fay ? Be- 
cauſe he is good, Would He tor that Reaſon 
act contrary to his Juſtice, as Eſſential an at- 
tribute? Is it not more credible, that He 
would if poſſible (and what is impoſſible to 
Him ?) find a way to reconcile them to each 
otlier, and ſatisfy both? - And is not this 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity ? and this 
Foundation altogether agreeable to Reaſon ? 
For Man's Evilneſs being evidently owing 
to himſelf, it is not likely that an infinitely 
juſt Being ſhould ſuffer it to eſcape without 
any Animadverſion ; tho?, as He is infinite- 
ly Good, as well as Juſt, ſuch Mercy as is 
agreeable to ſuch Goodneſs, may reaſona- 
bly be hoped ; (the T idings whereof, it we 
have any Reaſon to think them atteſted by 
Him, we need not reject on account of their 
being infinitely wonderful in our Eyes, but 
' ſhould rather look on it to be on this account 
more 
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more likely, and worthy to be the Effect of 
infinite Goodneſs, For what can be more 
credible, than that infinite Goodneis, and 
Wiſdom, and Power ſhould work, and do 
Things infinitely aftoniſhing to us 7) — 
This Foundation being laid ; I ask again, 
Which is more credible? That the Cuſtom 
of worſhipping, and thinking to propitiate 
the Deity b Sacrifices, and Blood, was an 
Original, and Divine Inſtitucion, to ſigniſie 
this Neceſſity of Satisfaction for Sin, and 
that the Life of the Sinner was forfeited by 
his Tranſgreſſions, and could only be re- 
deemed by the Subſtitution of an equivalent 
Life, and fo to typifie that future Sacrifice, 
which the infinite Goodneſs of the Son of 
God determined to offer in due time for the 
Sins, and Redemption of Man; — which, I 
lay, is more probable, that this ancient Cuſ- 
tom had its Original hence? Or that ſo 
ſtrange, and unlikely, ſo irrational a man- 
ner of Worſhip was taken up at firſt, even 
in the Times when one would have thought 
there muſt be leaſt Corruption upon Earth, 
and continued every where to be practiſed 
ſome Thouſands of Lears, without any other 
Ground, or Foundation but unaccountable 
Fancy? — I know indeed it may be faid, 
that they had groſs Notions of the Deity 
his being pleated with the Steams of their 
Offerings, and his feeding with them at _— 
I 2 e 
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Sacrifices ; but till this does not appear fo 
good an account as the other; for it is nei- 


ther probable that Men ſhould fall into ſuch 
groſs Conceptions of the Deity from the 
very Beginning, and ſo univerſally embrace 
them; nor credible, if they had, that nor 
the Goodneſs, nor Diſpleaſure of the Deity, 
| ſhould move Him to reprove their Miſcon- 
ceptions of Him, and better inform them, 
— Thus alſo, Thirdl „Wich reſpect to the 
Aſſertion of the abſolute Want of a Media- 
tor; Which is more credible? That there 
is a Neceſſity for a Mediator between a God 
of infinite Holineſs, and Juſtice, and ſuch 
evil and unclean Creatures as Men? Or, that 
there is not? — What Communication can 
there be, between the greateſt poſſible Pu- 
rity, and ſuch Impurity as ours? What Fel- 
lowſhip between perfe& Rectitude, and to- 
tal Iniquity ? For my part, I am ſo ſenſible 
of the great and miſerable Corruption of my 
Nature, that I dare not liſt up my Eyes as 
towards ſo holy, and fo pure a Being, but 
in the humble Confidence of ſuch Mediation; 
much leſs could I bear the Reflection of a 

pearing before Him, and anſwering for the 
Goyernment of all my Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions. Nor can any Man, Iam cer- 
tain. So that the Notion of a Mediator ap- 
pears to be founded on the abſolute, and e- 
vident Neceſſity there is for One. And ac- 
cordingly the Belief of One, is what _ 
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kind are ſo naturally inclined to entertain, 
that many learned Men aſcribe the Original 
of Idolatry to this Senſe of our own Vileneſs, 
and of the Neteſſity of a Mediator. Which 
Method they were the readier to fall into; 
becauſe of the prophetick Tradition received 
from their Fathers of ſuch a One to come, 
Concerning which Tradition ; the Exiſtence 


of a Trinity of Perſons in the Divine Nature, 


and the Probability of the wonderful Me- 
thod which the Goſpel aſſerts the Divine 
Wiſdom to have made choice of, to fa- 
tisfie his Divine Juſtice, and ſupply this 
want of a Mediator ; we leave it likewiſe 
to Reaſon to judge ; which is more credible, 
— That this Notion of a Mediator with 
God, for Man, ſhould be a human Inventi- 
on only; or taken up of our own Heads? 
Or, that it ſhould be a Divine Revelation? 
Xen, might indeed from the Conſideratĩ- 
on of their own Euilneſs, (which they might 
have collected to have ſome way, or other been 
owing to themſelves,) have ſenſible in 
ſome meaſure of the want of a Mediator; 
but it was not poſſible for them naturally to 
have entertained any Expectation of ſuch a 
One as would effectually anſwer their Needs. 
Such an ExpeQation as this could ariſe from 
nothing, but ſome Aſſurance thereof hi 
the Divine Goodneſs had given them. And 
when we ſee that there is eyideatly a Neceſ- 
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ſity for Satisfaction to be made, and a Me- 
diator to be found, and have ſo much Reaſon 
to think, that the Hopes of ſuch a Mediator 

have been given us from the Beginning ; 

why ſhould the Method which the Goſpel 

aſſerts the Divine Goodneſs and Wiſdom to 
have made choice of for this Purpoſe, be 
thought incredible by us, only on account 
of the amazing Wonderfulneſs thereof, and 
of the Revelation which it gives us con- 
cerning the Divine Nature? For which is 
more credible ? That God ſhould be won- 
derfully, and aſtoniſhingly good to us? Or, 
that he ſhould be amazingly, and inconcei- 
vably regardleſs of his Creatures? If God 
be differently repreſented ; which Repreſen- 
tation is moſt likely to be true? That which 
ſets Him forth as moſt wonderful in our 
Eyes, and moſt above our Comprehenſion ? 
Or, that which rejects a well-atreſted 
Revelation, on this account only? That 
which moſt diſplays, and glorifies his Juſ- 
tice, and Goodnels, and Wiſdom, and Power ? 
Or, that which is leaſt, if at all, to the Ho- 
nour of theſe Attributes? To conclude all 
in one Queſtion. Is it not more agreeable 
to Reaſon, that an infinite Being ſhould ap- 
+ pear infinitely above our finite Conception? 
And that an*infinitely wiſe, and good, and 
powerful Being ſhould diſplay theſe his At- 
tributes in a manner that ſhou'd ſeem — 
| nitely 
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nitely wonderful to us? Than that he ſhould 
not diſplay them at all ? Or, that He ſhould 
create, and ſuffer us to continue in ſuch a 
Condition, as can by no means be recon- 
ciled with what Reaſon teaches us to follow 
neceſſarily from theſe his PerteQtions ? —[n 
ſhort, I think every Man of Judgement 
muſt be ſenſible from what has been ſaid, 
that Chriſtianity has a far greater Portion of 
Credibility than Deiſm. 'The former con- 
tains many Things highly credible, nothing 
incredible; the latter hardly any thing cre- 
dible but the Exiſtence of a Deity. 


CAP. IV. 

Have now compared the two Beliefs in 
Point of Credibility, the Reſult whereof, 
I hope, will prove, that the Deiſts will be 
more modeſt for the future, and not charge 
Chriſtianity with the Incredibility of its Te- 
nets, as they uſually do; but not without 
the great 3 and Blindneſs, as I 

think what has been ſaid ſufficiently evinces. 
This Point then we have gained; but this 
Point alone will hardly be ſufficient for their 
Satisfaction, or even for ours. We are con- 
vinced indeed, that our Belief is, with re- 
gard to its Matter, vaſt'y more credible nm 
eneirs 
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theirs; but yet we acknowledge it poſfible, 
that what appears credible may be falſe, 
and what to us may ſeem leſs credible, or 
almoſt incredible, be nevertheleſs true, and 
what a Man would chuſe to adhere to, if he 
ſaw good and ſubſtantial Reaſons to incline 
bim to this fide, and that the other was ſu 
ported by very poor Ones, or none. To 
which we mor ach that tho* we diſcover 
ever ſo good Cauſe to reject their Belicf, as 
utterly incredible, yet it will be nevertheleſs 
expected that we ſhould ſet forth the Reaſons 
_ which ours is founded, For the only 
onſequence reſulting from what has been 
faid, is, That a Man of Underſtanding would 
ſooner be a Chriſtian, than a Deiſt, which not. 
withſtanding, there may be ſome who may 
not think they yet ſee ſufficient Reaſon to 
make even the Former their Faith. 
Let us now therefore examine which of 
the two Beliets is founded on better, and 
more ſatisſactory Reaſons. A Queſtion of 
reat weight in deciding their Merits, But 
1 it firſt obſerved, that as their Creed con- 
tains by far the more incredible Points, ſo 
they need have the better Reaſons to offer 
for believing it. Whether they have, or 
not, will quickly appear. 5 | 
I begin, firſt, with the Reaſons which the 
Chriſtians give tor the Belief of their Reli- 
gion; which are theſe, —1, They fay, os 
. | | they 
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they are convinced that the Divine Goodneſs 
has not left Mankind wholly to themſelves, 
and without a Revelation ; what convinces 
them of this, is, their Perception of the ab. 
ſolute Neceſhty there always was, ſtill is, 
and always will be, of a Revelation, for 
the Information, and Directionof Mankind; 
joined with the Conſideration of the infinite 
Goodneſs of the Supream Being ; who could 
never, they believe, behold his Creatures 
under ſo miſerable a Neceſſity of Informati- 
on, without affording them all needful Aſ- 
ſiſtance. — That there was ſuch a Neceſſity, 
as we ſpeak of, they prove, by repreſenting 
the wretched Blindneſs, and Corruption of 
the whole World, in the Times of Idolatry, 
which it was morally impoſſible for human 
Reaſon to have conquered, and driven out 
of the World, on account of the Diiculties 
it had to encounter from the Prejudices of 
Education, Example, and the Propenſity of 
the fleſhly Appetites to Impurity, and Evil. 
This, they ſay, Experience ſufficiently con- 
firmed, by the ſmall Progreſs that Philoſo- 
phy made in the Work; tor what did Man- 
kind know, or practiſe more in the Days of 
Cicero, than they did in thoſe df Socrates ? 
A Period in which Learning continued Jong- 
er ina flouriſhing Condition, than it exec 
did, either before, or ſince. And yet lec 
any Man read Talh's Books De Natur De- 
K | orum, 
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orum, and obſerve how little Proficiency in 
the Knowledge of the Deity, and their Obli- 
gations, and Duty even Philoſophy had 
made; and I leave him to judge, (whether 
there was not a Neceſſity for a Revelation, 
when Talh could put ſuch Words as theſe in 
the Mouth of an High-Prieſt of the Romans. 
Vobis 25 concedentibus Philoſophis An- 
tiquis, Adoleſcentibus deletamur ; and could 
ler ſo abominable a Practice eſcape without 
any Reproof in his Books of Offices. And) 
when the Reſult of the Enquiries of ſo great 
a Man, whether there was any Divine Na- 
ture, or not, was only that the Affirmative 
ſeemed to him to be nearer to the Truth ; 
and whenin the Purſuit of his Diſquiſition 
he does not once correct the vulgar Opinion, 
and aſſert the Unity of the Supream Being; 
whether for want of Knowledge of this 
Truth, or of Courage to declare it, I cannot 
ſifively ſay; tho? J rather attribute it to 

is Ignorance, becauſe the Way of Writing 
he made choice of, would have permitted 
any Thing to have been aſſerted without gi- 


ving Offence. But of this I am ſure, that if 


Men of ſo great Parts could not, or would 
not inform the World better than this, the 
Errors of Mankind were never like to have 
been corre&ed without a Revelation. For 
in the Ages ſucceeding, Learning did not 
improve, but decline. Which ſhows _ 
olute 
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ſolute Neceſſity there was for a Revelation, 
becauſe the World could not otherwiſe have 
been reclaimed from their Errors, and 
brought to the Acknowledgment of the Truth. 
Which Neceſſity proved, we aſſert that we can 
never be brought to believe, that a Being of 
infinite Goodneſs could behold his Creatures 
under ſo great Want of Information, without 
affording it to them; it is contrary to his very 
Nature that He ſhould, when He could not 
but perceive, that there was no Hopes of 
their being reclaimed by any Efforts of their 
own. For tho' the Philoſophers might 
indeed poſſibly have arrived to the Know- 
ledge of the moſt neceſſary Truths, if they 
had applied themſelves to the Work with an 
honeſt Intention; yet the Multitude, who 
could not, were real Objects of the Divine 
Pity. We add allo, that if the Philoſophers 
had done all that could poſſibly he expected, 
ea, even if they had proceeded as far as the 
beſt modern Writers on Natural Religion, 
which, I fear, would never have been; yet 
ſtill there had been a Neceſſity for a Neve- 
lation to inform us,. —How Man came to be 
ſubject to Miſery, and Death; and propenſer 
to Evil, than Good ; — Whether we may 
entertain any hope of Pardon, after great 
and wilful Offences ; — What manner- of 
Worſhip would be agreeable to the Deity ; 
— Still there * have been a Wer 
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for the Authority of a Revelation ; before 
Mankind could have been converted, and a 
New Religion, and Worſhip eſtabliſhed, We 
add alſo, according to what I aſſerted above, 
that — Suppoſing theſe Things not to be 
revealed, there is, even yet, and always will 
be, the ſame Neceſſity for One, both to in- 
torm us of theſe Points, and to diſperſe, by 
its Authority, the Preſudices we have imbi- 
bed from the received Religions, which no- 
thing elſe, it is certain, can be able to do. 
So that whether there has been any Revela- 
tion, or not, we may boldly aſſert, that 
there always was, ſtill is, and always will 
be a Neceſſity for One. And as we think 
this Point is evident, fo we think we may 
reſt ' confidently aſſured, that the infinite 
Goodneſs of the Being who made us, would 
not behold us in this Condition without ſup- 
plying our Need, and furniſhing us with 
what we ſo abſolutely wanted. We are ſa- 
tisfied therefore, beyond all doubt, that there 
mult; be, and is a Revelation. We look upon 
it to be as certain a Point, as that God is in- 
finitely Good, and Juſt, from both which 
Attributes; (as was above obſerved) it una- 
voidably follows that there is One. In the 
Second Place; When certain of finding One, 
ve ſet our ſelves to enquire for it; — We 
perceive no Religion but Chriſtianity, that 
can ſupport its Pretenſions to ſuch an Grigh 
01 5 nal, 
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nal. — That Mabometiſm is not this Divine 
Revelation, —Its Want of Atteſtation, the 
Character of its Author, the Manner of its 
Propagation, the Exceptionableneſs of its 
Doctrines, the palpable Contradictions, and 
Miſtakes in the Alcoran, ſufficiently teſtifie. 
— That the Jewiſb Religion, tho? certainly 
of Divine Original, (for it is impoſſible that 
a whole People ſhould be ſo impoſed upon, 
as they muſt have been, ſuppoſing the Books 
of Moſes to contain a fabulous Account;) yet 
that this is not, at preſent, that Revelation 
which the Supream Being would have all 
Men make, m every Inftance, the Rule of 
their Belief, and their Practice, is, I think, 
_ evident, From his having driven them out 
of their Country, where alone the Ceremo- 
nial Part of it can be obſerved; and from 
this, that their Sacred Books, and Ceremo- 
nies taught them to hope in a Saviour, who 
muſt either be come, or their Books be falſe. 
But it is evident indeed, that this Religion 
was only deſigned to prepare the way for 
Chriſtianity ; which, beſides its being thus 
uſhered in by a former Revelation, has o- 
ther ſufficient Evidence to convince us of its 
proceeding from God. As, Firſt, The Ex- 
cellency of its Morality, agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, calculated to raiſe our Nature to the 
greateſt Dignity, and Perfection, of which 
it is capable; and in every Point ſuch as 

| might 
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might be expected from ſo: Good, ſo Juſt, 
and Holy a Being. In ſhort, let a Man con- 
ſider the Tenour, and Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, —and how excellent, how wor- 
thy, and becoming reaſonable Creatures is 
ſuchan meat? How unlikely is it, that 
any 'Thing but the Divine Goodneſs, and 
Truth, ſhould engage us in a Contract ſo 
Beneficial to the World, and ſo Honourable 
to Human Nature ? What but the Divine 
Beneficence, and Compaſhon, could thus 
raiſe us from the Mire of Vice, and Bruta- 
lity, tolive like rational Creatures, and imi- 
tate the Sanctity, and Perfection of the Di- 
vine Nature? Nothing certainly. Men 
might as well gather Figs from Thorns, as 
ſack univerſal Virtue be the Product of a 
moſt wicked Impoſture, What could even 
the Divine Goodneſs, and Wiſdom have 
done better for Mankind, than thus to en- 
deavour to introduce the Obſervation of all 
Righteouſneſs among them? What might 
be expected from Him, if this might not? 
Is it likely then that He would fit ſtill, and 
ſee an imptous Impoſture have the Honour 
of-a Work ſo worthy of Himſelf, as the En- 
gaging his Creatures in a Covenant to prac- 
tile all Virtue, and aim at Perfection? No; 
a Work {o worthy the Divine Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom, cannot reaſonably be imagined to 
have any other Author, but God. A * 
6 5 
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Article which helps to confirm our afſurance 
of its being a Divine Revelation, is, the 
Agreeableneſs of its Doctrines to what the 
Deductions of Reaſon might teach us; and 
their being ſo well adapted to anſwer our 
Wants. Giving us an Account of that Al- 
teration in our Nature which has certainly 
happened, tho? the Occaſion thereof could 
now never have been known without a Re- 
velation, Showing us, whence our Miſery, 
| Mortality, and Propenſity to Evil; why the 
Days of Man are ſo contraQted, and ſhort ; 
(whence the greater Pains of the Woman, 
than of other Females in bringing forth her 
Young ;) and by that means clearing rhe 
Divine Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, and making 
thoſe Things plain, which before were 
inexplicable. —Repreſenting the Supream 
Being to us ſuch as our Reaſon aſſures Him 
to be, 1. Infinitely wonderful and above 
our Comprehenſion. 2. Infinitely Juſt, ſo 
as by no means to let Sin eſcape with Impu- 
nity. 3. Infinitely Wiſe, and Good, ſo as 
to fad been able to reconcile the Attributes 
of Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and to have ſhewn 
infinite Mercy to his Creatures, notwith- 
ſtanding their ſeeming Oppoſition. A De- 
ſcription that is perfectly worthy of God! 
— Teaching us, (what Experience will al- 
ways confirm) our own Weakneſs, and Ina- 
bility ro do good of our ſelves; and of. 
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fering us the interna] Aſſiſtance of Superna- 
tural Grace. Setting forth to us the Ne- 
ceſſity there is of a Mediator between fo 
pure and holy a Being, as God, and ſuch 
perverſe, and evil, and unclean Creatures, 
as Men. Cauſing us to expect a Day of 
Judgement, rg as Juſtice is an unqueſti- 
onable Attribute of the Supream Being, and 
as He has endowed us with the Faculty of 
Reaſon, and made us capable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing between Good, and Evil, and of giving 
an Account of our Actions, we have ſo good 
Grounds to depend on. Aſſuring us even of 
a Reſtoration, and Reſurrection of our Bo- 
dies; which alfo is reaſonably to be expected 
from the Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, and Pow- 
er of God. For. 1s it not reaſonable to think, 
that the Supream Being will reftore his da- 
maged Work to its original Integrity, and 
Perlection, unleſs He has wholly rejected it, 
as a broken Veſſel ?— Which would neither 
be conſiſtent with his Goodneſs, or Wiſdom. 
For would any of us throw awaya beautiful 
Piece of Workmanſhip, made by us for our 
Pleaſure, and accidentally damaged, if we 
could repair it with Eaſe? No, certainly ; it 
is only becauſe we cannot reſtore it to Per- 
fection, if we caſt itaway. But He can re- 
air the Hurt we have received, without any 
Trouble or Uneaſineſs to Himſelf; and there- 


fore it is reaſonable to cxpect, that as his 
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Power, and Wiſdom furniſh Him with A. 
bility, ſo his Goodneſs, and Pity would in- 
cline Him to perform it. (But that this 
ſhould be done for free, and rational Crea- 
tures, with ſuch a previous Trial of their 
Free- will, and ſuch a Diſcrimination as the 
Goſpel declares, is perfectly agreeable to his 
Wiſdom, and Juftice ; for it would be not 
only abſurd, but even unjuſt, to endow 
Creatures with Liberty of Will, and then 
hinder, by his Influence, the Exerciſe of it, 
As for the Difficulty of conceiving, how it 
was conſiſtent with infinite Goodneſs to en- 
dow us with Liberty of Will, when He 
foreknew ſo many of us would abuſe it to 
our eternal Deſtruction; It lies not againſt 
Chriſtianity in particular, but againſt Free- 
Will irfelf, and would have been the fame 
it is now, if Chriſtianity had never been 
heard of; — ſuppoſing only, a Supream Be- 
ing, who has made us capable of giving an 
Account of our Actions, and will require it 
of us. Which are all undoubted Articles of 
Natural Religion.— This Difficulty there- 
fore muſt be ſolved, by ſhowing that Man, 
void of Liberty, would have been a Creature 
utterly unworthy of the Divine Wiſdom; 
a Creature in which the Creator could hay 
taken no Pleaſure, which could have had no- 
thing of Merit, or Honour, nothing of Self: 
cor.\:iouineſs; Self-complacency, or the Sa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfaction that ariſes from the Enjoyment of 
our Will; in 41 4 rug N * as 
Puppets, move omething without them, 
if — had not bm endowed with Liberty 
of Choice ; which Liberty had been to no 
purpoſe, if Good, and Evil had not been ſet 
before them, and left to their Election. 
Without Free-Will, therefore, and its Exer- 
Ciſe, created Life would not have been an 
Eff-& any ways agreeable to the Wiſdom of 
God. And, as for his Goodneſs, It is ſa- 
tisfed. 1. By perceiving the Fitneſs and 
Neceſſity of th m. 2. By knowing that 
Life, and Death, are both ſet before them, 
and their Miſery entirely their own Deed, 
and Option. 3. By being even infinitely 
diſplayed in order to invite all Creatures to 
be happy. And, 4. By the Delight it takes 
in the Glorification of thoſe who embrace it 
in beholding them infinitely happier, and all 
the Divine Attributes infinitely more glori- 
fied by the Admiſſion of Free Will.) But, 
why, it may be asked, ſhould the Soul be 
reunited to the Body, when moſt Writers 
are of Opinion, that it can exert itſelf bet- 
ter without it? — mare deny, in op- 

poſition to the late Mr. Woolaftor, and all o- 


thers of that Opinion, that the Soul (of its 
own Nature,) can exert itſelf better when 
ſeparate from the Body. If it could, —I 
affirm, that the All-wiſe Creator would ne- 

ver 
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ver have employed ſo much Wiſdom, and 
Art, in contriving a Body for it, and uniting 
it thereto. No; — the Soul was undoubt- 
edly made as much for the Body, as the Bo- 
dy for the Soul ; that is, they were undoubt- 
edly made to fit, and depend on each other; 
or how would it have been conſiſtent with 
Divine Wiſdom to unite them ? So that the 
Soul may be rightly defined, to be a Spi- 
ritual Subſtance created on purpoſe to ani- 
mate, and be united to a Syſtem of Mat- 
ter, and which, conſequently, acts then 
with the greateſt Activity, and Vigour, 
when, according to the Intention of its Cre- 
ation, it is united to a ſaitable Syſtem of 
Matter, If then it is highly probable, as I 
have ſaid, that the infinite Goodneſs of the 
Creator would incline Him to reſtore his da- 
maged Work to its original Perfection, in as 
many as would lay hold on the Offer of Sal- 
vation ; it muſt be done, as Chriſtiani 

teaches us to expect, by reuniting the Soul, 
and Body, and rectify ing the Damage which 
either may have ſuſtained. But, wherefore, 
it may yet be enquired, if the beſt State of 
the Soul is ſuch a Union with the Body, is 
the Soul at all ſeparated from it by Death, 
and the Body reduced to Duſt? Eſpeci- 
ally when we aſſert the Price of its Redemp- 
tion from Death to be paid? Would it not 
be a readier Way to repair the Damage our 
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Souls, and Bodies have received, without 
ſuch previous Separation, and ſuch a Diſſolu- 
tion of the latter? — reply, that our Death, 
and the Diſſolution of our Bodies, was indiſ- 
penſably due to the Divine Juſtice, and Truth, 
which had ordained, and denounced, that 
Man ſhould die, and return to Duſt, if He 
tranſgreſſed; which Sentence being perfect- 
Y juſt, it was inconſiſtent with bis Eternal 
Taltice and Truth, to alter what He had 
pronounced. * Tho? in his Goodneſs, and 
Wiſdom, He appointed us a Deliverer to 
pay our Ranſom to his Juſtice, and re- 
deem our Bodies from the Bonds of Death, 
and from the Deſtruction of the Grave. To 
which may be added, that the Divine Wil- 
dom might allo approve of this Method; 
as being more uniform, — the neceſſary 
Change being by this Method wrought in 
all Men at once; as ſuiting better with the 
Trial 
I foreſee but one ObjeQion to this Reaſon for the 
Neceflity of our dying; which ariſes from theſe Words 
of St. Paul, That we ſhall not all die but be changed. 
Which Difficulty may be removed, by obſerving, Thar 
this Change may be wrought in us by an inftantaneons 
Separation of the Soul, and Body, upon which the Body 
is Duſt, and may yet farther un ergo ſuch an Alteration, 
as-will anſwer more exactly to the Terms of our Sentence. 
That this, Change will amount to the ſame Thing, as if 
they were to die and be leiſurely reduced to Duſt, may 
alſo be collected from thoſe Expreſſions of the ſame Wri- 
ter, n Adam all died; It is appointed to all Men once 


to die; Death paſſed upon all, &c. Which eould not be 
true, unleſs to be thus changed were equivalent to Death, 
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Trial it is fit we ſhould undergo, ad 


with the exerciſe of our Faith, than 
ſee Men after ſome Years 


finite Power. —After which Redemption of 
our Bodies, and their Re- union to our Souls, 
Chriſtianity then ſets before us, either ſuch 
Happineſs, as it becomes infinite Goodneſs to 
beſtow on Creatures with whom it 1s plea- 
ſed; or fuch Miſery, as is ſuitable to be 
inflicted by an infinitely juſt Being, on 
Creatures who were not to be reclaimed 
by the moſt infinite Goodneſs, which is per- 
fectly agreeable to our natural Notions of 
the Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs. In ſhort, 
It has all the internal Marks of a Revelati- 
on, that can be delired ; — It is every way 
ſach, as might be expected from the Deity ; 
IIt enjoins all manner of Perſection in its 
Precepts ;—lIt is infinitely above our Com- 
prehenſion in its Repreſentation of the Di- 
vine Nature, and Works, as any true Re- 

reſentation of theſe Things mult neceſſari- 

y be; — It is in every thing conformable 

to our natural Idea of the Divine Attributes, 
repreſenting the Deity infinitely Juſt, and 
Good from the Beginning to the End; — 
It is perfectly agreeable to the Light of Rea- 
ſon in all its Declarations e our 

elves; 
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ſelves ;—It informs our Ignorance with all 
- neceſſary Knowledge; anſwers all our ratio- 
nal Needs; fatisfies all our rational Deſires ; 
— greatly to the Glory d, and to 
the Comfort, and Joy, and Miit of Man- 
kind; being the only Light we have in this 
melancholy Vale of the Shadow of Death, 
ſhining on us from above, to illuminate our 
Darkneſs, and diſcover to us the Proſpect of 
Life, and Happineſs everlaſting, All which 
might reaſonably be expected in a Divine 
Revelation, and more could not; what in- 
ternal Evidence then is wanting to incline 
us to believe it? Proceed we now to ex- 
ternal. A third Thing then which adds to 
our Aſſurance of the Truth of this Religion, 
is, that the Coming, and Character of its 
bleſſed Author, was foretold by prophetick 
Predictions from the Beginning of the World. 
The Divine Wiſdom thinking it proper in 
his Goodneſs, both to afford us ſome Com- 
fort in the Hopes of a Redeemer, and alſo 
to make this Proviſion againſt the Incredu- 
lity of Mankind, many of whom were not 
likely to credit ſo wonderful a Work, even 
tho? the Purpoſe of it was thus declared be- 
fore-hand. A fourth good Evidence of its 
proceeding from God, is, that when its Au- 
thor appeared in the World, all theſe Pro- 


pfhecies were manifeſtly fulfilled , by his 
| Birth Life, and Death, eſpecially that of 
his 
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his working great Miracles, which was an 
unexceptionable Proof of his having a Com- 
miſſion from God. A fifth is, that He Him- 
ſelt left ſeveral conſiderable Predictions witn 
his Diſciples, concerning the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and of the Temple, the Growth, 
and Encreaſe of his Religion, and other Par- 
ticulars. The Completion whereof now ac- 

compliſhed, is an additional Proof that He 
was really a Perſon divinely commiſſioned. 
A ſixth, is, that He roſe again from the 
Dead, and beftowed miraculous Gifts, and 
Powers, on his Diſciples, in order to quali- 
fie them for ſo great a Work, as the Conver- 
ſion of the World. A ſeventh, is, the 
lick Teſtimony of theſe Perſons every where 
publiſhed without any temporal View, and 
with continual Hazard of their Lives, 'and 
ſealed at laſt with their Blood. An eighth, 
is, The aſtoniſhing Succeſs with which fach 
a Doctrine, ſo far above our Reaſon, and ſo 

contrary to Fleſh, and Blood, was propa» 
gated all over the World; and that even 
when all imaginable Obſtacles oppoſed them- 
ſelves to its Progreſs, and no one earthly _ 
Conſideration appeared in its Favour, Which 
amounts to a ſtrong Preſumption, that it 
was countenanced by the Divine Patronage, 
and ſupported by hi irreſiſtible Power of 
God; or how was'it poſſible, for ſach a Re- 
ligion, ſo weak and contemptible in its _ 
| Sinal, 


680) 


inal, to ſurmount ſuch Oppoſition? From 
pc bo Force ry Ares wary the Chri- 
ſtians are ſatisfied that the Truth of their 
Religion may be fafely concluded, becauſe 
we may reſt aſſured, that the Divine Good- 
neſs would never ſuffer an Impoſture to 
come ſo well recommended]; for this would 
be to permit us to be expoſed to unavoida- 
ble Deluſion, which cannot be imagined con- 
cerning a Being of ſo great Goodneſs, and 
Truth; In ſhort, the Arguments for Chri- 
ſtianity amount, in ſum, to this. x. That 
we may be ſure a Being of infinite Good- 
neſs, would afford ſome Aſſiſtance and Infor- 
mation to Creatures in our Condition. 2. 
That the Chriſtian Religion is every way 
worthy to have proceeded from God, and is 
over and above all this, attended with ſeve- 
ral other — Proofs, to aſſure us thereof. 
And, 3. That we may be certain that the 
Goodneſs of God would not ſuffer an Im- 
poſture to bring ſuch Authorities as theſe for 
the Deception of Mankind. —'So that the 
Chriſtians look upon the Foundation'of their 
Faith, to be as ſure, as the Divine Goodneſs 
on which it is built. Theſe are the Rea- 
ſons aſſigned by the Chriſtians for the' Be- 
lief of their Religion; which to me, I pro- 
teſt, ſeem good, ſolid, and ſatisfactory; and 
ſuch, I believe, they will appear to all who 


conſider, and weigh them maturely. 
1 CHAP, 
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BT us now enquire what Reaſons the 
© Deiſts have to offer, for believihg as 
they do, that we may ſee which Side has 
the beſt Arguments to produce for the Sup- 
port of their Cauſe. And here, we find up- 
On enquiry, that they have not one Reaſon 
for the Belief of their own Syſtem, but that 
ey preſumptuouſly think all other Syſtems 
_ falſe, and then their own, muſt of Conſe- 
25 be true. It is impoſſible indeed they 
ſhould have any other Grounds for the Be- 
lief of it; for they pretend not to Revelati- 
on; and tho? they talk of following Reaſon, 
2 Syſtem is the moſt inconſiſtent with 

ſon of any. It can by no means he re- 
conciled with what Reaſon clearly diſcovers 
concerning the Divine Attributes. The 
only Thing therefore which they have to 
ſay, in defence of it, that has any Appear. 
- ance of Reaſon, are their Objections againſt 
the Re Non which take upon them to be 
Divine Revelations. Their Objections a- 
in the reſt we acknowledge to be unan- 
ſwerable; but whether thoſe they make a» 
gainſt Chriſtianity are ſufficient to invalidate 
the Evidence alledged, we are willing to 
leave to be determiped by Reaſon, Firſt, 
Ne 1 M FP, | 1 Ther, f 
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Then, they will not credit the Report of the 
Miracles which Jeſas is ſaid to have wrought. 
Ne anſwer, That they are not only 
confirmed by the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, 
_ unexceptionable Witneſſes, who evident! 
had no bonn Intereſt to ſerve, and ſeal- 
ed the Truth with their Blood; that is, gave 
as great Proofs of i as Men could 
poluibly.give; but alſo, that the Matter of 
at was fo certain, and notorious, that 
none either of the Jews, or the Gentiles, pre- 
ſumed to deny it; but inſtead thereof, aſ- 
cribed his Miracles to other Cauſes than the 
Finger of de ; 1 eaſily confuted, 
wing that ſome of them, particular! 
Naiüng 12 Dead, exceeded tlie Power of y 
Created Agent. And that, even with rela- 
tion to the others, it cannot be imagined 
that a God of infinite Goodneſs, and Truth, 
. would permit Mankind to be thus drawn in- 
to a falſe Belief, and Religion, by the Jug- 
gles, or Power of evil Spirits. And good 
ones cannot be ſuppoſed to be employed but 
according to his Will. But Secondly, They 
not only refuſe to believe, that Jeſus wrought 
Miracles, as the Apoſtles declare, but they 
_ alſo deny Miracles to have been a proper 
and ſatisfactory Proof of his Miſſion; and 
aſſert, that it might have been expected that 
the - Deity ſhould have afforded us ſome 
more open, and convincing — 194" | 
EE OL, 


(33), 


of, In anſwer to which, and to, ſhow Mi- 
racles to have been proper, and ſatisfacto- 
ry Proof, we give two good Reaſons,” hy 
:0d would not make choice of a more mar- 
vellous; and publick Method of giying Te- 
ſtimony to the Chriftian Religion, than the 
raculous Works of ſeſus, and his Apoſtles. 
1. Becauſe theſe were maflifeſtly a ſufficient” 
Atteſtation of his approving it; for no Man 
could have done the Works that they did, 
unleſs God had been with him. And, 2. 
Becauſe any more aſtoniſhing Method would 
have been to terrifie, not invite Men into 
the Chriſtian Religion, and not have left 
Mankind Room enough for Liberty of Choice; 
whereas the Method of God with Man, is, 
to ſet before us Motives ſufficient” to deter- 
mine the Aſſent of a reaſonable Creature, 
and then to leave us to our natural Liberty, 
of chuſing to embrace his Propoſal, or not; 
and it is certainly the only Way of dealing 
vwitlr free Creatures. — But would not a more 
marvellous, or public Method have proved more 
effettual-for the Confirmation of the Faith of ſuc- 
ceedin® Ages No, not at all. Becauſe, we 
could not have received that better atteſted 
than we have the preſent Evidence, and 
therefore whoever queſtions the Truth of 
this, might equally have doubted the Cer- 
tainty of that; and conſequently would have 
been as incredulous as he is now, What 
2 112 509 ra 


OBE © a, 
could have been mote publick than the Mi- 
racles in Ægyet ? What more aweful, and 
terrible than the Delivery of the Jewiſh Law ? 
And yet, in a few Centuries, the Apoſtate 
Jews made as {light of the Report of theſe = 
Prooſs, as our modern Unbelievers do now 
of the Evidence of Chriſtianity, And this 
we reply to their Objections 9 the Re- 
ality, and Evidence of Miracles. 2. One 
while they ſay, there is nothing at all in the 
Predictions. on which we lay fo great a 
Streis ; and that the Authors of them were 
only, Pretenders to Inſpiration, At other 
Times, without touching on the Character 
of the Authors, they deny that the Paſſages 


cited have any relation to Jeſus, as the Chri- 
ſtians pr m. As for the firſt Aſſertion, 
ne 


— Our mies, the Jews, will be Wit- 
neſſes for the Truth, and Veracity of their 
Prophets; but as perhaps even their Evi- 
dence will not be ſufficient, let us ask them, 
how it was poſſible, that ſuch Books as thoſe 
of Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, pretending 
to be written, the greateſt part of thgm, be- 
fore the Captivity, and to have been pub- 
lickly read, and known, ſhould be impoſed 
on the Jews, after their Return, (as they 
muſt have been, uppoſing them Forgeries,) 
fo, that a whole Nation ſhould retain them 
in ſuch ſacred Veneration, and Eſteem ? 
When, on this Suppoſition, there were —— 

| ving 
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living who could eaſily have diſproved the 
whole. Let them try if they can make-ws,- 
or any other Nation, receive Books, in this 
manner, as Sacred, Without an) Foundation. 
To which we may add the evident, and un 
rionable Completion of ſeveral of their” 
Prophecies in the Deſtruction of great Cities, 
and Subverſion of powerful Kingdoms. I 
inſtaace in Babylon, of which it is impoſſible 
to give a livelier Deſcription at this Day, 
than in the Words of the Prediction publiſh- 
ed fo long before. In ſhort, whoever con- 
ſiders the matter, will find it to be abſurd tg 
ſuppoſe them any other, than ſuch as t 
pretend, As for the other Aſſertion, whi 
maintains that the Paſſages cited are 
applied „ and had ho Relation to Jeſus. We 
anſwer. That the Places canteſted are ma- 
nifeſtly ſuch as might paſibiy have a view to 
the Events mentioned b theſe Writers, as 
well as to the Tranſactions of the Time 
when they were publiſhed. As for inſtance; 
when the Prophet Feremiah wrote that Paſ- 
ſage, In Ramah was there a Voice heard, & 
It is certainly poſſible, that the Spirit might 
not only intend to expreſs the AF 
flictions of 1/rael at that Time, but fore- 
ſeeing a Slaughter of Infants which was to 
happen many Years after in Ramab, on ſo 
extraordinary an Occaſion, might 1n theſe 
Expreſſions (as a Teſtimony of his Fore- 
knowledge,) 
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knowledge,) have a fart her reſpect to this 
Maſſacre alſo, APY that ſuch an Application, 

£ at, is ſo far from any Abſurdity, that any 

er who had, been Eye: witneſs of this Slaugh-, 
ter, of the. Children, and had remembered 
the Expreſſion, and that Rahel was buried in 
Bethlehem, —knowing Him to be a prophe- 


— 


tick Write 9 might | naturally enough haye 
applied it In the lame manner as the Even- 

eli, and been induced to think, that the 
Spire: had this Maſher likewiſe i view. at 
that Time, The fame may be faid of all 
the Places diſputed, The only Queſtion then 
15, Whether zhe Spirit, by uham the Prophet 
vas inſpired, intended it thus, or not? 


efus, and his Diſciples maintain the Affir- 


of the Two is moſt likely. t9 be acquainted 
with the Intention of t 1995 ? — Jeſus, 
and his Diſciples, to whom the Spirit bare 
Teſtimony by numerous Miracles? Or, Mr, 
ſuch a one, a Man in whom we diſcover no- 
thing ſuperior to our ſelves? And this we 
chink ſufficient to rep! to their idle Cavils 
at the Application of Places out of the Pro- 
phetick Writings, They likewiſe reject the 
count of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and 
think his Body. to have been conyeyed away 
by his Diſciples, and the Story of his being 
riſen to be a Fiction of theirs, But how im- 
probable this is, and how little Reaſon there 
ny is 
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is for any ſuch Suſpicion, has been ſhown 
both heretofore, and of late, with unanſwer- 
able Strength of "Reaſon, and Evidenct. 
Some alſo have endeavoured to weaken our 
Belief of theſe Points, by turning the whole 
Accbunt into execrable Raillery, under pfe- 

rence of giving the whole an Allegorical 

Senſe. Concerning whoſe Blaſphemies it 
may be ſufficient to obſerve. 1. That any 
thing is equally ſubject to Ridicule, whether 
it be true, or talſe ; of which we may con- 

_ © vince our elves, by ſuppoſing it to be true, 
- (which may be done of any thing, if the 
- Suppoſition of its Truth, implies not a Con- 
tradition :) And you will find that it will 
ſtill be expoſed to as much Raillery from a 
Perſon who disbelieyes it, as if it were 
- wholly a Falſehood. 2. That there is no- 
thing in Nature ſo Sacred, and Excellent, 
but it may be made the Subject of blaſphe- 
mous Raillery. In ſo much that every wick- 
ed Mind has it in his Power to blaſpheme 
the Deity Himſelf, and turn every one of 
bis adorable Attributes into Ridicule, as the 
Epicureans did his Omnipreſence, and Pro- 
vidence, and, as they had occaſion, the reſt, 
to be ſure. And yet, I hope, no Man who 
makes any pretence to Reaſon, will think, 
either theſe Things, or Chriſtianity, the 
leſs true, or certain, for being thus impi- 
ouſly attacked. They refuſe * 
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believe that the Apoſtles were endowed with 
miraculous Gifts, and Powers, but look on 
them to have been Impoſtors, and to have 
taken ſo much Pains to propagate a Falſe- 
hood, and eſtabliſh a Fiction of their own. 
But what Reaſon have they to think ſo? 
None; unleſs they will ſay, it is becauſe the 
Doctrines they preached are ſo far above hu- 
man Underſtanding, — But is this a Reaſon 
for thinking them Liars, and Deceivers ? 
To me it rather appears to be a Reaſon for 
thinking the contrary. For would Perſons 
of ſuch a Character, who could have nothing 
- but their own Ends in view, have made 
| ores — —.9 1 — bl be recei- 
? So much above human Underſtanding, 
in che Points to be believed, and ſo oppo- 
- ſite, in its Injunctions, to our preſent Cor- 
. ruption? No, certainly ; — it is not to be 
imagined, if they had been Deceivers, that 
their Doctrines would have been ſuch Ho- 
then can any Man think them Deceivers, 
only becauſe their DoQrines are ſuch ? It is 
plain, therefore, that they have no Reaſon to 
think them Impoſtors. Whereas, it has 
already been ſhown, that we haye ver 
Truth, and to credit the Account of their 
- miraculous Gifts, But tho* we may carry 


this Point, that the Strangeneſs of the Do- 
Qrines is by no means a good e, 
thin 


N ww 


cannot be urged as a good Reaſon for the 


ptteſents God, as ry. is? Another of their 
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thiok the Apoſtles Deceivers, yet ſtill our 
Oppoſers will expect that we ould aafwer 


their Objections againſt the Doctrines them. 


ſelves. The firſt, and chief of which, is, 
that they think the Doctrine of a Trini9 in 
Unity..anavolves a Contradiction, which is a 
ion of the Terms; for we be- 


and yet but One God, which would be à di- 
rect Contradiction; but that Three Divine 
Perſons ſubſiſt in the ſame undividedBEſſence, 


and therefore are together One God, at the 


fame time that They are relatively Three 
diſtinct Perſons. Which, tho” it be utterly 
incomprehenſible, yet can never be redueed to 
an expreſs Contradiction. And as for the 
Incomprehenſibleneſs thereof, that we think 


-Disbelief of it, becauſe the Divine Nature is 


.incomprehen(ible by us in all its Attributes, 


even in thoſe that are moſt certain and un- 
queſtionable, ſuch as Self. exiſtence, Eterni · 
8 Sc. Since it is evident 
„that we are not able to comprehend 
any one Attribute of the Godhead, When 
we have good Reaſon to believe this Arti - 
cle revealed to us by God, why ſhould we 
reject it, only becauſe of its being inrompre· 
henſible 2 — When it is even demonſtrable, 
that every Thing muſt be ſo to us, that re- 


Ob- 
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| Obje&ions, is, That the Doctrine of the I- 


carnation. of the Eternal Mord ſeems to them 
altogether incredible. Wherefore? — As an 
Alteration in our Nature by ſome Fault, or 
e N of Man, may be even demon- 
ſtrated; ſo the Neceſſity of it is founded on 
the unqueſtionable Divine Attributes of Ho- 
lineſs, and Juſtice. Nor has the Probabilit 

of it a leſs ſolid Foundation in the Goodneſs, 
and Mercy of the ſame Nature, which be- 
ing acknowledged to be infinite, it follows 
by clear Conſequence, that nothing which 
appears to have been any way neceſſary, in 
order to the Salvation of ſo many Creatures, 
can exceed its extent, or be too wonderful 
an Act, too great, and aſtoniſhing a Con- 
deſcention for it. But beſides the manifeſt 
Neceſſity and Probability of it; — Have 
we not proved that we have alſo a good A 
ſurance that this Diſpenſation was foretold, 
and prefigured from the Beginning, by ma- 
ny Prophetick Predictions, and Types? 
Have we not proved that we have good 
Reaſon to believe, that God gave Atteſta- 
tion to this Doctrine by Voices from Hea- 
ven, by the miraculous, Works of Jeſus and 
his Apoſtles, and by raiſing the former from 


the Dead? Why then ſhould we refuſe to 


believe this Doctrine, tho? it ſeem wonder- 


ful to us? Is it not probable, and E | 


that all his Works ſhould appear fo, to 
= 7 Crea 
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Creatures as we are? And does not the in- 
finite Wonderfulneſs of the Condeſcention 
make it to be ſo much the better ſuited to 
the Nature of God ? For how could infinite 
Goodneſs have appeared in any Manner, but 
One that was infinitely Wonderful? It 
could not have appeared otherwiſe; it muſt 
neceſſarily have ſeemed infinitely aſtoniſh- 
ney us however it had been diſplayed, or 
it had been infinitely below it ſelf, and un- 
worthy of God. Theſe are the Anſwers we 
return to their Objections. Mean time they 
are not able to anſwer what we urge con. 
cerning the Neceſſity of a Revelation; and 
our Aſſurance that the Divine Goodnels Has 
not leſt us without One. They have nothing 
to reply to the Argument we took from the 
Excellence of our Religion, 10 worthy to 
haye come from God, and fo unh 

have proceeded from any beſides, much leſs 
from the vileſt Impoſtors. They are not a- 
ble to anſwer us when we urge that it is in- 
conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs ta ſufs 
fer an Tmpoſture to put on ſo much of the 
Garb of Truth, as appears in Chriſtianity, 
and to recommend itſelf ſo effectually to de- 
luded Mankind. I think therefore I may 
ſecurely appeal to Reaſon, and leave it to 
judge, «hich of the two Beliefs ſtands | 


the firmer Foundation ;—Ovurs, which as 
have ſhown is founded 


on good Grounds, 
N 2 and 


and folid Reaſons, ' ſufficient for the Con- 
viction of any conſiderate, and well-inclined 
Perſon? Or theirs, which is not ſupported 


by any one Argument, but ſuch Objections 

— Chriſtianity, as are eaſily anſwered, 
and could not but ariſe from any Revelation 
of an Infinite, and conſequently incompre- 
henſible Nature? As alſo; which a Man of 
. Underſtanding would che to ſubſcribe, a 
Belief proved to be credible, and founded 
on clear, ſolid, and (I think) invincible Rea- 
ſons? Or One maniteſtly convicted to be 
more incredible in itſelf, without any one 
Reaſon, to ſupport it, but a few ObjeQions 
againſt the former, which, as Laid, could not 
but ariſe, and have been ſufficiently anſwer- 
ed a thouſand times? "TOY Y) 
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of C HA P. VI. 
1* AVE now compared the Two Creeds 
f, with regard to bare Credibility, with- 

out reſpect to the Reaſons there may be ſor 
believing One, or the other. And ah, By 
examining which Side has the beſt Reaſons 
to offer in d of their Belief, I ſhall, 

r our, yet farther Confirmation, compare 
hem in One View More; — by 1 
r the 


Dun 
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(92) | 
comfortable, the refreſning, and glori- 
— is on the Side of Chriſtiani- 
ty ; and the melancholy, dejecting, and im- 
penetrable Darkneſs with which Deiſm is 0- 
ver · ſnadowed. The One is as the Light of 
God's glorious Preſence, the Other as the 
Gloom of the Land of Darkneſs. The for- 
mer is every way worthy of God, of a Be- 
ing of infinite Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and 
Wiſdom; it requires, and employs each of 
theſe Attributes as infinite as it is. Here, 
God is ſet forth as infinite Love, a Lover of 
his Creatures, and a Father unto them. As 
having created Man, and all Things beſides, 
in a State of Perfection. All this is hat 
we might certainly depend on, if we had 
not yet heard it. For how could an unclean 
Thing proceed from a clean? How could ſo 
pure an Eſſence as that of the Deity produce = 
any thing ſo impure, and unclean as our Na- 
ture is at preſent? Here, the Miſery, Mor- 
tality, and Depravity of Mankind is ſhowri 
to be the Puniſhment, and Conſequence of 
the voluntary Tranſgrefſion of the firſt Man, 
and Woman, who having corrupted and vi- 
tiated the Nature which was given them 
perfect and pure, and being made ſubject to 
Death, could produce nothing but What was 
in like manner depraved, and mortal. For 
how could a clean Thing proceed from an 
unclean? — Thus all is clear; the 2 
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Goodneſs is obnoxious to no Imputation, 

and Men freed from inexplicable" Perplexi- 
ties and Doubts: Nor is this only a perſpi- 
cuous and probable Account, but it may e- 
ven he demonſtrated, that we: muſt have 
been thus created in a State of Perfection, 
and the preſent Alteration have been owing 
to dourſelves.— What follows is equally a- 
zreeable to the Divine Attributes, and there- 
ore equally clear. Here the Supream Being 

is ſet forth as infinitely Juſt in paſſing Sen- 
rence on Man's wilful Tranſgreſſion, yet 
as beholding with a Compaſſion, becoming 
infinite Goodneſs, the Miſery to which they 
had reduced themſelves, and their Poſterity; 
and immediately giving us Hopes of ha- 
ving the Hurt we had received, Revenged 
on the Perſon whoſe Malice had wrought 
our Deſtruction, He is ſet forth as promi- 
ſing a Saviour to Reſtore Mankind to his 
Original Integrity, and the Favour of his 
Maker : He 1s repreſented as ſending this 
Redeemer, in the Fulneſs of Time, clothed 
with Fleſh and Blood, to fatisfy the Divine 
Juſtice for our Tranſgreſſion, to free us 
from Everlaſting Puniſhment, to declare and 
inforce the Will of God, to aſſiſt us with 

| the-Spirit of his Grace, and to lead us thro? / 
the Gate of Holineſs to the Manſions of E- 


| ternal Happineſs: He is then ſaid to ſend 
l his Meſſengers thro? the World, to 2275 
13 claim 


(55 ; 
claim this Salvation, to all that would receive 
it, on the Terms of Repentance, and Belief 
in the Name of Jeſus. What an inſight is 
hereby afforded us into the Affairs of the 
Creation! It is even as a Light ſhining on 
us from above, and diſpelling the Darkneſs, 
with which we are covered in our Natural 
State. Here, as we may reaſonably expect, 
ve are taught toknow the Cauſe, and the 
Cure of all our Miſery. - Here, as it is con- 
ſonant it ſhould, the Divine Goodneſs ſhines 
loriouſly forth, and illuminates the Earth, 
from the Beginning till now; immediately 
providing ſuch a edy for our Miſery, 
and ſuch a Means for our Reſtoration, as 
might ſatisfie the Compaſſion of his infinite 
Goodneſs, without any Derogation from his 
infinite Juſtice, 'and' conſequently becoming 
his infinite Wiſdom, and Power, In ſhorr, 
the whole Account is perfectly clear, and n- 
greeable to Reaſon, perfectly becoming, and 

conſiſtent with the Attributes of God. 80 
that on this Side there is nothing but Clear- 
neſs, Rationability, and Heavenly Light 
illuminating the Mind, reviving chi 


$pirir, 


rejoycing the Heart, and cauſing us to exult 
in God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sancti- 
fier, as Creatures ſhould rejoyce ina Being 
of Infinite Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, and Pow- 
er. This is all as it ſhould be. Whereas 
the Syſtem of the Deiſts, is 2 by 
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Reaſon, irreconuleable to the Divine Attri- 
butes, and conſiſting of nothing but the moſt 
dejecting and uncomfortable Darkneſs. Here, 
| Er n Thouland Shapes, ad „and Mi- 

1 ma! hapes, an — — 

propenſe to Evil, without knowing 
what Darkneſs! — and — Fre he 
created in this 10 igri, and miſerable 
a Condition, by an 1 good, and wile, 
and powerful Being. How irreconcileable 
How — 7 we behold all 
Mankind, (a — ns Ferſons except · 
ed.) bewildered, and entangled in various 
Errors, ſome of chem ſo'plaubble, that there 
is no way to diſtinguiſh them from Truth; 
What a World! « O deplorable Blindneſs! 
©; miſerable Deluſion !— And yet a Being 
be Pr Goodneſs, and a Lover: of — 
and of Man, is ſuppo 


ſed to have beheld 
all theſe miſerable Errors of its Creatures, 
for ſome Thouſands of Years, 'without any 
Offer, or Endeavour to reclaim them from 
their Deluſions, and bring them to the 
Knowledge of the Truth; tho? it is plainly 
impoſſible that many of them ſhould ever 
be able to extricate themſelves. O, hardeſt 
of Suppoſitions! Is this what might be ex- 
ed trom infinite Goodneſs? From a Fa- 


—.— his Creatures, a Lover of Souls, and 
a Lover of Truth? Could infinite Goodneſs 
be ſatisfied with this! — What could the 

a Deity - 


be ſu 


Deity of Epicurus do leſs? O, miſerable 


the Light of the Divine Beneficence, and 
Mercy, but looking for it in vain, and find- 
ing themſelves ſurrounded with nothing but 
the moſt dejecting and uncomfortable Dark- 
neſs! How ſhould I weep if I thought this 
to be our Condition! But it certainly is not. 
1. Becauſe a God infinitely happy, and pow- 
erful, and good, could never produce Crea - 
tures in ſo miſerable a Condition; nor a God 
who is periect Light, Goodneſs, and Truth, 
ſed to have beheld all this Darkneſs, 
and rance, and Error, ſo long, with- 
out being moved by his Goodneſs to lighten 
our Darkneſs, and ſhow us the Way, and 
the Truth. We hold aft to this Point, and 
can neyer be moyed from it. 2. Becauſe it 
is the Property, and Mark of Error, to be 
obſcure, and uncomfortable ; not of Truth, 
whoſe very Nature it is to be lightſome, 
and chearing. 3, Becauſe Truth, as reveal- 
ing God ſuch as He is, muſt neceſſarily glo- 
rife Him even infinitely; and, on the con- 
trary, Falſehood as repreſenting Him ſach as 
He is not, muſt neceſſarily detract as inhi- 
nitely from his Glory. Now ſuppoſe Chri- 
ſtianity to be true, and how is God glorifi- 
ed in his Creature Man! Suppoſe Der/m true, 
and Man is the Blot of the Creation, a Work 
utterly . to the Divine e 5 
| utes 


; 


E 4 | : f £53. 5 8 J a8 4 
9 A, _ 88 % * 9 
1 . W 7 
— = 9 , "7 44 5 
2 1 £9 NH 
* 3 - BH * 
Fg — a4 9 1 
| 9 #* a . =. 
* 7 — 5 
* 
i 4 a L's "4 
- 4 
this be th Truth [ ft ; 


7 (.98.) 
butes; a 1 1 
dition, and ſeeming to be utterly 2 5 
by a Being of both infinite Goodneſs, and 
Power! How little is this Repreſentation 
to the Glory of God | — Is this thy Love 
to thy Creatures, O, Father of all Things! 
No, no, far be it from my Soul to entertain 
ſuch a Thought I ſhould fin- in miſrepre- 
ſenting thy Perfections, and framing. an 

i 


dare not, nor _— O, Fountain of infi- 


imaginary Deity, if I could ſo think; 
nite Goodneſs ! I believe thy infinite Good- 
neſs to be diſplayed to all Creatures, and 
that thou haft made choice of the Earth 
to be the Theater of ſo glorious a Repre- 
ſentation ; and that Thou therefore didſt 
create Man, and permit him to fall that 
Thou mighteſt have wherein to ſhow th 
infinite Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and Wi 
dom and Power, in all their Glory, and 
Perfection. This, I thank thy Goodneſs 
which has enlightened my Mind, I faith- 
fully believe, and this is worthy to be 
believed concerning Thee ; but the con- 
trary is not; I acknowledge Thee not in 
it, O, Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Truth! Who ſays ſo of Thee, blaſphemes 
Thee; He knows Thee not, and repreſents 
Thee, what thou art not, nor canſt be. 
But in thy Goſpel, O, God, where Thou 
haſt revealed thy ſelf to us, Thou appeareſt 
55s 3 as 


cw} ns 
a5 it becomes Thee ! — Juſt, Good, W 


4. 


iſe 


Powerful, without Bounds; above our 


tribute above finite Conception. Thus it 
becomes Thee, O God, to appear. This is 
indeed a Repreſentation of Ihee, O God, 
for there is nothing in it finite. It is true 
indeed, the infinite Wonderfulneſs of thy 
Nature, and Goodneſs, ſtaggers and over- 
powers the weak Reaſon of Man ; but how 
could it be otherwiſe, than that finite ſhould 
be ſwallowed up and loft in the Revglation 
of infinite ? Is this then a Reaſon for refu- 
ſing to believe what thou haſt revealed con- 
cerning thy unſearchable Nature, or thy 
your juſt, and gracious Oeconomy towards 
n? Can Man who is non-plus'd in the 
Conſideration of himſelf, think his Under- 
ſtanding adequate to the Comprehenſion of 
Thee? Alas | They know Thee not, O God, 
if they think Thou art any Thing that they 
can comprehend. They know Thee not, if 
they — — any Goodneſs too infinitely 
wonderful for Thee to expreſs! It becomes 
the Glory of thy Majeſty to have thy Crea- 
tures adore, and magnifie thy inconceivable - 
Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Wiſdom, and 
Power, with grateful, and aweful Atoniſh- 
ment, and Faith, as Chriſtianity teaches 
and excites us to do; not that the Senſe 
and Light of thy 3 Goodneſs 
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aſion in thy Nature, and in every At- 1 


a&$.. "ble Clouds — — — 1 0g 


_ Deifmifallely ſuppoſes it to be. ThonanaGad 
of certain, and undoubted, not of dubious 


and eech A God of Lax, 


Thou, and thy 
and didſt create 


tho Latter to be 
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not of Dorkneſs ; where Light is, there art 
Truth. A God who couldeſt, 

Thing and 
ood in its kind. who ſatiateſt thy 
reatures from — abundant 2 of 
thy Goodneks neſs, and even ſurpriʒeſt them with 
on play of thy boundleſs Beneficence; 
and —— Shepherd of Mankind, 

p whom the Praiſe, and Love d 
due from thy Creatures; not a Gad Wh 
haſt created us in our preſent Condition, 
and left us from the Beginning toſttay as 
Sheep without à 8 rd ; h behold- 
eſt us ignorant, a doubtſul of zall that 
greatly concerns us, without: compafſiona- 
= our Condition, and: affarding us any 
nce, or neceſſary — — 
appeal, O, my God, to the Light + Thou 
haſt lighted up within us, the — 

haſt. created, if it muſt not be as I ſay; 1 


leave it to judge which of theſe Characters 


is moſt kiitable to Thee; which moſt agree- 
able to thy acknowledged Goodneſs. We. 
ther the Former is not to be received with 
Veneration, as the Truth, and really thine; 

as derogatory from 
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